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EDITORIAL 
The Daily Mail 


(Like any publication, The Journal receives its 
share of favorable and critical letters from its 
readers. Beginning in this issue, some of these are 
being included in a regular feature of excerpts from 
our mail. —Ed.) 


From Pulaski, Miss. comes this testimony of The 
Journal’s help: Three weeks before my sister died, 
she wrote me and said: “I want to thank you again 
for sending me The Presbyterian Journal. You will 
never know how much this has meant to my soul.” 
This letter was worth many times more than the 
price of The Journal. I like it more than any 
church paper I have ever read and I read many. 
(And that letter was worth many more times the 
cost of printing those issues to us.) 


Some write on doctrinal matters as did a reader 
from California who had this to say on “Summary 
of the Christian Faith’’ which we printed. It seems 
to me this booklet should be widely used in the 
Sunday School and Young People’s meetings. It is 
certainly splendid indoctrination material, and if 
there is to remain a live Protestanism in this 
country, the members and adherents of our churches 
MUST be taught the doctrine. 


It has been too long neglected, and any popular 
poll on “religion” shows the situation to be deplor- 
able, even extending to college students and grad- 
uates. (Summary of The Christian Faith according 
to the Shorter Catechism by Wm. Childs Robinson, 
Professor in Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga., is one of our best selling pamphlets. 
Dr. Robinson, Professor of Historical Theology is 
an authority on his subject, taking his Th. D. at 
Harvard. ) 


Any editor, however, knows that opinions differ. 
Here is a letter expressing an opinion with quite a 
difference. We offer the entire letter: 


At this time of year, along with the increased 
number of hand bills advertising auction sales, 
special bargains in used cars and other activities 
calculated to fatten the purses of the senders, 
there arrives a new outburst of the hatred and 
jealousy which always form such a large part of 
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the contents of your so-called Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. 


I wrote you very politely last year, asking to be 
omitted from your mailing list. I am a minister 
of the Gospel and wish to avoid the danger of 
having some uninformed person see this trash on 
my desk before I have time to throw it away. 


Please stop cluttering the mails with this matter 
destined for my waste basket. I regret that it is 
necessary to write to you in these terms, but I 
have finally read one of your eruptions and feel 
that I may get better results if I write in the 
style and on the cultural and religious level which 
seems to be considered proper in your publication. 


A clerk of session in a New York church writes 
us: I would like you to know that I consider The 
Journal one of the finest religious publications that 
I have ever read ... may I congratulate you on 
“standing fast on the faith” and on the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. 


The Journal is read and enjoyed ... in our con- 
gregation here there are thousands in our 
Northern (Presbyterian) Church who do not ap- 
prove and are ashamed of the type of leadership 
that has been ours but many feel that a swing in 
the opposite way has begun and we pray God that 
such may be the case. (Our prayers join with those 
of this reader for a “swing’’ toward a type of 
leadership of which we need neither disapprove nor 


be ashamed. ) 


From a Maryland minister: Just a line to tell you 
of my deep appreciation of The Journal. Thank 
you for all the editorials as well as the news 
items ... the book reviews are simply wonder- 
ful ... as a printer, I wonder how on earth you 
succeed in printing those halftones so well. God 
bless you! (As a publisher, The Journal also appre- 
ciates our printer’s work on the halftones.) 


It ls Now Time To Start 
Making Up Your Mind 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 


It is not now time to take action. 


But it is time to begin making a decision upon 
which to take action later. 
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There are now two distinct groups in our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. And these two 
groups, in the final analysis, no longer believe the 
same things. Each meeting of the General As- 
sembly of our denomination makes this obvious 
fact yet more obvious. 


What one of these groups holds to be of primary 
importance, the other group considers to be of only 
secondary or tertiary importance if of any im- 
portance at all. 


It is clear as cool starlight that eventually a 
cleavage is going to take place between these two 
groups along doctrinal lines. 


One group, which does not consider orthodox 
doctrine to be of utmost importance, will in a few 
short years go into the Northern Presbyterian 
Church through a plan of merger. 


This group will voluntarily depart from the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


The other group, which considers doctrinal purity 
a matter of tremendous importance will not merge 
with the heresy-tainted Northern Presbyterian 
Church, but will continue in future as it has in the 
past. 


As the time of cleavage is not too far in the 
future, it is time to start making up your mind 
regarding what action you and your local church 
a take when the eventual division does take 
place. 


Special Appeals Being Made 
For Japan University! 


Where Can We Best 
Invest Our Funds? 


We have just received a communication from 
one of the sponsors of the Japan Christian Uni- 
versity asking us to publish his solicitation for 
funds for this University. 


The Journal has no objection to the Japan Chris- 
tian University, as such, and we wish it every 
success in so far as it develops into a truly Chris- 
tian institution of higher learning. 


But, we do take strong exception to the activities 
of a group in our church who seem determined to 
press their point even though the Board of World 
Missions has taken a clearly stated position in this 
matter and this action of the Board of World 
Missions has been overwhelmingly approved by the 
recent General Assembly of our church. 


Those who attended the last General Assembly 
became immediately aware of a concerted effort on 
the part of some to create an atmosphere favorable 
to this proposed University in Japan and hostile to 
the action of the Board of World Missions. 


Being presented with all of the facts in the case, 
the Standing Committee on World Missions brought 
in a report to the Assembly approving the action of 
the Board of World Missions. 


Immediately the issue was injected on the floor 
of the Assembly and an action favorable to the 
Japan Christian University was strongly urged. 
During the debate remarks reflecting both on our 
missionaries and the Board of World Missions were 
made. Having heard the entire matter the General 
Assembly then voted overwhelmingly (estimate: at 


least five to one), to sustain the position of the 
Board of World Missions. 


While this Board has freely left the way open to 
those in our Church to contribute to the proposed 
Japan Christian University if they wish to do so, 
at the same time we do not believe that either the 
Board or the General Assembly contemplated the 
church-wide solicitation which is now being pro- 
moted. 


If a small group of the conservative members of 
our church were active soliciting funds for some 
conservative group outside the confines of our 
church, and should persist in this activity, there 
would be a hue and cry made against them. 


Our Board of World Missions has made it plain 
that we do not now have funds sufficient for the 
present and projected work of our church abroad. 
Are individuals to raise funds for outside projects 
because they insist their particular project is more 
worthy? 


The whole history of higher education in mission 
lands shows the almost impossible task of keeping 
these institutions evangelical in spirit. Humani- 
tarian? Yes. Altruistic? Yes. Expressions of 
American good will? Yes. But with a vital Chris- 
tian testimony in the respective countries? No! 


Those who wish to invest their money in the 
Japan Christian University have every right to do 
so. The question all Christians will have to face is 
this; where can I best invest my funds? 


In our Executive Secretary of World Missions, 
Dr. Darby Fulton, our church has a leader who is 
recognized as one of the great Christian statesmen 
of our age. Let us remember how signally God 
has blessed our Foreign Mission program under his 
able leadership. For some time both our Executive 
Secretary and our Board of World Missions have 
-been under fire by those who would “liberalize” 
our World Mission policies. Let all conservative 
ministers, elders and members weigh these matters 
carefully. —H.B.D. 


Presbyterian All 
The Way 


Presbyterians have every right to be proud of 
and thankful for their Church. The writer has 
generations of Covenanter and Huguenot blood in 
his veins for which he makes no apology. 


But, while born into an overwhelming Presby- 
terian influence in home and environment, we hold 
that form of belief today because we believe it 
ew conforms to the teachings of the Bible 
itself. 


The Westminster Confession of Faith, while in 
one sense a human document, goes far beyond 
such a classification as its statements and doctrines 
are based upon, and substantiated by, the Word of 
God itself. If this is questioned by some we would 
suggest that they secure a copy of this marvellous 
document and read it for themselves. 


Furthermore, this Westminster Confession of 
Faith is still the statement of belief of Presby- 
terians. Adherence to its standards and doctrines 
is still required for ordination either into the 
gg or into the office of ruling or teaching 
elders. 


That we may be clear to many readers who are 
not Presbyterians we would add that our hope of 
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eternity rests not in being Presbyterians. It rests 
in faith in the atoning work of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God. We 
shall enjoy the delights of eternity with all those of 
te denomination and creed who trust in Him 
alone. 


But, the thesis of this editorial is that we who 
are Presbyterians have assumed certain obligations 
and sworn to certain forms of doctrine and belief. 
To us these obligations are therefore binding until 
we have ourselves renounced the jurisdiction of our 
Church, or the standards of our Church have been 
abrogated. 


We have in mind an acute issue now being raised 
in one Presbytery with reference to Church prop- 
erty. This matter is now of importance and we 
earnestly hope it will be settled in the proper way. 


But, while considering the Presbyterian doctrine 
of church property, we would suggest that other 
far more important doctrines have been held in 
question by certain members and, to date, nothing 
has been done about it. 


The thing which is puzzling to us is this: Let a 
man show undue interest in defending our Presby- 
terian faith and doctrine and he is immediately 
given a difficult time by some of his brethren. If 
another church desires to call him, he is called a 
“trouble maker’ and if they can, the Commission 
on the minister and his work will keep him from 
being called. We are speaking not from conjecture 
but from knowledge. 


But, let a man cool off in his spiritual zeal and 
power, accept a view of the Bible and its teachings 
at variance with that which he solemnly promised 
to accept and preach and nothing is done about it. 


All thinking men in our Church know we are 
now inclusive in our make-up to the extent that 
every shade of doctrinal belief is tolerated in some 
quarters. We have no illusion that there is or ever 
will be a perfect group in this world. But, it can- 
not be denied that our Church is a Church with 
certain standards, with certain clearly stated doc- 
trines and with certain unequivocal evaluation of 
the Bible. 


Being a Presbyterian Church it is therefore time 
that we recognize this fact all along the line. We 
have the unhappy spectacle of some individuals 
obviously willing and anxious to secure the ecclesi- 
astical scalps of some of their evangelical brethren, 
because of their insistence that the preservation of 
doctrinal integrity is of prime importance. 


If scalping is to be done then let us go right down 
the line and raise the hair of some of the brethren 
who do not believe that which our Confession of 
Faith teaches with reference to the Scriptures and 
= and who know they no longer hold that 
fait 


Yes brethren, Presbyterianism involves a doctrine 
of church property in which our church is very 
broad; but it also involves doctrines with reference 
to the Word of God and the eternal verities of the 
Christian faith; doctrines which are clear and spe- 
cific and which have vital effect on the life and wit- 
ness of the Church. 


While we are being Presbyterians let us be Pres- 
byterians all the way. —L.N.B. 
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Korea 


In no mission field of the world has the Chris- 
tian Church made the profound impression it has 
made in Korea. Here the gospel message reached 
out to the hearts of a people receptive in a remark- 
able degree. 


The apparent hopelessness of attaining an in- 
dependent national life under Japan may have had 
some influence in turning the people in great 
numbers to the comfort of faith in Christ. 


But, as was true in the Welsh and other great 
revivals there was a glorious and sustained work of 
the Holy Spirit which resulted in bringing tens of 
thousands of people to a saving knowledge of 
Christ and the establishment of an _ intelligent, 
virile and wonderfully influential Christian Church. 


During the decades of missionary endeavor in 
that land the missionary force itself has been 
almost a unit in its evangelical zeal. The Church 
in Korea is overwhelmingly Presbyterian, with 
missionaries from our own church, the U.S.A. 
church and from Australia predominating. These 
missionaries have been stalwarts of the Christian 
faith, able and statesmanlike in their approach and 
in their development and training of an educated 
and able national ministry. The Seminaries and 
Bible Schools have been augmented by Bible classes 
and institutes at the level of the local Christian 
center, training both men and women in the 
knowledge of the Bible and in methods of teaching 
and preaching. 


The result of this happy combination of revival 
fires, evangelical training and leadership and con- 
tinued and aggressive Bible instruction has resulted 
in a Church which is the dominating influence in 
that land. Under Japanese pressures the Church 
stood firm. Hundreds of Christian ministers suf- 
fered imprisonment rather than compromise on the 
Shrine issue. Great numbers of them sealed their 
testimony with their life’s blood. Here in Korea 
today we have a Church where the blood of martyrs 
has not yet dried on the sands of history. 


It has been the privilege of the writer to visit 
Korea on three separate occasions. Passing through 
on the train or driving in the country one could 
hardly note a village where there was not a church 
spire. On Sundays one could walk along the streets 
and find the majority of stores closed because they 
were owned by Christians. (An example America 
started but is gradually departing from.) Some 
years ago we were in the city of Pyongyang on 
Sunday. At that time it had a population of about 
one hundred thousand. There were 18 Presbyterian 
churches and four Methodist churches in the city. 
The larger churches would seat two or more 
thousand people and yet they were having two 
morning services because of the crowds. 


This is the country, long under the domination 
of Japan, which looked to America with the affec- 
tion, trust and hope of a child to a beneficent and 
generous friend; which was arbitrarily divided by 
the leader of our country and the Northern half 
turned over to the domination of an atheistic and 
cruel nation, beside which Japan’s occupation is a 
happy memory. 


America has probably never sinned against 
another nation as we have Korea. Our own plight 
in Korea today may prove a belated judgment on 
our own perfidity. The one shred of satisfaction 


we can now feel is that we are desperately trying 
to undo the harm we have done, although the 
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motive now is not primarily altruistic but face- 
saving before the nations of the world. We have 
yet to learn the wisdom of facing the realities of 
the present world situation and working for their 
solution on our own terms, rather than on an 
emergency basis brought about by others and at 
their time and on their terms. 


We who are Christians should be importunately 
praying for Korea. America is primarily respon- 
sible for making this struggle necessary. Christian 
Koreans are caught in the death and destruction of 
modern warfare. It is inevitable that many will 
suffer because of this. We must pray constantly 
for the guiding and protection of the omnipotent 
hand of a loving and forgiving Heavenly Father. 


Almost all of our missionaries have had to 
evacuate their stations and go to Japan. For the 
first time our missionaries have found themselves 
in an absolutely untenable position, unable to stick 
it out and take the chance of continuing under the 
eye of a hostile regime. Here in Korea they are 
nationals of an enemy nation and would be treated 
as such, if captured. These missionaries need our 
prayers. 


Finally, our fighting men need our prayers. 
Probably the great majority of these boys are un- 
seasoned to battle. They have been precipitated 
from the comparatively easy life of occupation 
troops to that of combat troops in a matter of 
hours. Events may develop which will require far 
more men than originally contemplated. The Ko- 
rean Southern army has obviously been inadequat- 
ely trained and even more inadequately equipped. 
Pray for these boys. Above all pray that God will 
give us here in America a national consciousness of 
our own sins, of our love of ease and pleasure, that 
we may cry out in repentance and in turning from 
serving self to the Living God who is still able and 
willing to forgive and heal those who truly turn to 
Him. 

One does not have to be a confirmed pessimist to 
realize that unless America repents and turns to 
God our days, too, may be numbered. We com- 
placently have thought we were too far away from 
potential destruction and chaos. 


_The words of our Lord may well apply to our 

times and to us as a nation: “I tell you, Nay: but, 

except ye repent, ye shall all likewise a. 7p 
—L.N.B. 


~ Race Relations And 
Montreat 


Because of the misleading releases in the secular 
press, and because of the many letters received and 
the obvious misunderstanding on the part of some, 
as to the meaning of the action of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Mountain Retreat Association, we are 
quoting below part of a letter written to a friend 
in explanation. —L.N.B. 


I will try to answer your letter just as 
clearly as possible. I hope I will also be con- 
vincing. 


For years the Negroes have been coming to 
Montreat and the adults have not given trouble 
although some of the white commissioners to 
the General Assembly seem to have resented 
their presence. I do not think the women have 
been a problem at their conference. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


But, the young people have become an in- 
creasing problem... 


The Board talked this matter over at length 
and frankly. We unanimously agreed that this 
intermingling of young people of the two races 
must stop, so far as Montreat and our respon- 
sibility goes. 


Up to the present, Negro commissioners and 
some Negro women at other conferences 
have eaten at Assembly Inn, waited on by 
white girls. Those who have eaten at the Cafe- 
teria have sat at separate tables and have also 
been waited on by white girls. The rooms af- 
forded these people have been miserable make- 
shifts, to say the least. 


Under the present arrangement no Negroes 
will go to the Assembly Inn at all. Several 
rooms, with separate baths, will be set aside at 
Fellowship Hall for their exclusive use. They 
will eat at the Cafeteria, going down the line 
and waiting on themselves. 


This entire group of adults ranges from six 
to eight, usually six. We took clear and spe- 
cific action that this group will not be en- 
larged by our action, ‘b.’ 


This concession on the one hand is, to my 
mind, completely overbalanced by our unani- 
mous action that in the future the Young Peo- 
ple’s Conference will be for whites only. You 
say the young people will resent this and fisht 
against it. They may but it will get them no- 
where. Our Board means business about this. 
The management does too. 


After our special committee of three had 
thrashed this matter out and before we re- 
ported to the Board I talked the proposals over 
with three of our outstanding conservative, 
evangelical leaders. All three thought it a wise 
solution of a difficult problem. 


As the effect on conservatives in our 
Church: I do hope they will read that action 
carefully. Every word was weighed and it 
means just what it says. But, while entertain- 
ment is offered Negroes ‘on a non-segregated 
basis,’ the place and manner of entertainment 
is clearly defined and stipulated. 


It seems to me that we are thereby treating 
the six or eight men or women who come from 
Snedecor Memorial in a fair and Christian 
way. At the same time, we have been the first 
in our Church to officially hold up a hand and 
say, ‘Stop,’ to our young people, and we mean 
it. 


As to Snedecor Memorial; in my judgement 
it is a great mistake and the kindest thing we 
can do, and should do, is to vote Snedecor Me- 
morial as an independent Presbyterian Church. 
I do not believe there will ever be developed a 
strong Negro Presbyterian group in the South 
until that is done. 


As to some ‘new factor’ which might have 
caused this action. This ‘new factor’ has been 
the ever-present danger of a tragedy with our 
young people. It was this which brought about 
our action and, in my judgement, the slight 
change made in previously existing manner of 
entertainment for the few adults who come 
here is a minor matter in the extreme as com- 
pared with the positive action which we took 
with reference to our young people, 


Page 5 


Page 6 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


July 15, 1950 


The Unity Of The 
Church 


This editorial is based upon a very fine chapter 
under the same title in Professor A. Lecerf’s Re- 
formed Dogmatics. The work of the devout French 
Calvinist is freely used to meet current conditions 
in our own Church. 2 


The problem is “how to safeguard order in the 
Church under the authority of God, and at the 
same time the liberty of the individual Christian 
conscience, of which God alone is Master.” 


“Catholicism, including less consistent forms of 
this Christian type than Rome, thinks only of the 
rights of the religious society,” says Lecerf. In 
thinking only of order in the Church, Rome has be- 
come ‘a system of government rather than a 
religion.” And it seems to us that when the U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Church took Cumberland congrega- 
tional property it could not and did not use in 
Scott County, Mississippi, and allowed churches 
dedicated to God to rot and decay rather than be 
used for His worship, it acted as a legal rather 
than as a religious body. The word church (Kirk, 
Kirche) is derived etymologically from the Greek 
word meaning the Lord’s (kuriake, kuriakon). What 
became of the rights of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
His Churches when they were locked against His 
worshippers and given to rats and cobwebs? 


What Lecerf calls Neo-Protestantism and what 
we know as “liberalism” takes the other horn of 
the dilemma and considers only the liberty of the 
individual conscience without regard to the rights 
and duties of the Church. Lecerf observes, “It 
refuses to the Church the right of controlling the 
teaching of her ministers, whose individual con- 
victions it seeks to safeguard.”’ To regard the idea 
of any confession of faith or rule of instruction that 
ministers are obliged to agree with as “tyrannical,” 
gives the Church over to doctrinal anarchy and 
abandons the faithful to the tyranny of the pastoral 
will, more arbitrary and intolerable than that of 
the Pope. Despite our Confession of Faith and the 
vows men take before God to the Bible and to the 
Confession, and despite the General Assembly’s 
unanimous deliverance as to certain essentials being 
involved in these vows, there are evidences of this 
Neo-Protestant liberalism among us. 


A year ago a senior minister took upon himself 
to censure his brethren for defending the Church’s 
doctrine of the Holy Scriptures and the person of 
Christ—the doctrine which was formulated at 
Chalcedon and is stated in the Westminster Con- 
fession. Among our number, Calvinism has been 
condemned and liberalism commended. Despite the 
action of the General Assembly, some delight to 
honor those who are on record as rejecting the 
Virgin Birth of Christ, or the historicity and 
objectivity of His resurrection, or as reflecting 
upon the precious blood of His atonement. And 
there are reports of a minister who at his licensure 
solemnly assured the examining presbytery of his 
acceptance of the Virgin Birth and the substitu- 
tionary atonement and now in another presbytery 
preaches the social gospel as a substitute for the 
evangelical convictions he no longer holds. 


Calvinism integrates the elements of truth in the 
two opposing principles of Romanism and Neo- 
Protestantism; that is, it seeks to recognize and 
harmonize both the order of the Church and rights 


of the individual Christian conscience. Calvinism 
lays down the principle which renders the unity of 
the Church possible, namely: that the Church on 
the one Aen 4 and the individual Christians on the 
other confess from the heart both the distress of 
the Church and the misery of the Christian man— 
if both act in humility as incompletely sanctified. 
The Church knows that she has a supernatural 
commission to proclaim the Gospel and is indefec- 
tible, even infallible as Calvin says, when she pro- 
claims the substance of the Gospel, on condition 
that she is unconditionally subject to the Word of 
God. Her duty is to protect the integrity of the 
Gospel against human falsifications. 


Moreover, the Church is not yet free of all spot 
and wrinkle. There is a difference between a true 
and a pure Church. According to the Westminster 
Confession, synods have erred and do err and the 
purest Church on earth is capable of error. Recog- 
nizing her distress the Reformed or Presbyterian 
Church exercises the power of discipline as the 
mother of the faithful; that is, “with pedagogic 
tact and Christian love rather than with juridical 
virtuosity.” 


Then there is the misery of the Christian man. 
He finds that the actual Church often acts in a 
spirit far different from the true Spirit manifested 
in the New Testament Church. Lecerf remarks at 
this point, “It will not suffice to tell him that the 
Word is respected; he must see whether the affir- 
mation corresponds with the reality. Cases may 
occur in which he has to choose between the alter- 
natives: Christ and the representative Church.” But 
while the believer may know that he is infallible as 
to the substance of the Gospel as it is given in the 
Word, he recognizes that he is fallible in the human 
formulation of that Gospel as well as in the manner 
in which he meets his responsibility for maintain- 
ing the truth of that Gospel. Lecerf believes, “‘As 
long as he is not compelled to say or do something 
which his conscience, based upon the Word of God, 
would forbid, he ought to remain in the Church 
and obey her discipline ... Practice of the com- 
munion of saints by the individual implies, on Re- 
formed (Presbyterian) principles, humility and 
filial love, rather than the servile sentiment of 
juridical obligation.”’ 

Our Lord Jesus repeatedly taught His disciples 
to be considerate one of another and solemnly 
warned the hypocrites of His day about binding 
heavy burdens upon other men’s shoulders which 
they lifted not themselves. The Apostles call upon 
us to restore one another “in a spirit of meekness 
considering ourselves lest we also be tempted.”’ 
Moreover, they warn us not to be lords over God’s 
heritage, but to be examples to the flock. Only if 
the Spirit of the New Testament prevail, can we 
expect the unity of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States to continue. —W.C.R. 


The Social Separation 
Of The Races 


By Rev. Wm. H. Frazer, D.D., Litt.D., LL.D. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


There is much agitation now being made and 
action taken in regard to “equal rights” of the 
Negroes, especially those in the South. I yield to 
no man in my desire to see every human being 
receive his “rights,” and I have no apology to make 
as to my record in the matter of granting them. 
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However, much that is being said, and done, is going 
to go beyond the limits which are being sought. 


That there should be a guarantee of the rights of 
every one is a self-evident proposition in a demo- 
cratic country. That the Negro has been deprived 
of some of his rights is a fact that cannot be over- 
looked or gainsaid. However, the securing of his 
rights is one thing, and the consequence of the 
present trend of agitation, and Constitutional 
interpretation, is quite another. To say that he 
should have equal rights politically, economically, 
educationally, ecclesiastically, and otherwise is but 
to repeat a position that has been contended for by 
many of our Southern citizens for generations. 


But to say that the drawing of a line of demarca- 
tion between the races as to their mingling to- 
gether in society, in schools, in churehes, and 
eating places and hotels constitutes a denial of this 
right is quite a different matter. The so-called 
“Segregation” practice is no more a casting of a 
slur at the Negro than it is at the white race. It is 
simply a racial separation in order to protect the 
interests of both races, and to preserve the racial 
integrity of both races. 


There should be as much respect paid to the 
Negro race in its circle as there is to the white 
race in its circle. Christian courtesy is not violated 
by assigning each race to its own cirele in these 
matters. 


The awful consequences attending and following 
the breaking down of this separating barrier must 
be considered in the interest of both races. 


I. We believe in the “social separation” of the 
races because we think that God believes in it. 
Racial purity was of prime importance to Him when 
He brought Israel out of Egypt and settled them in 
the land of Canaan. He forbade the intermarriage 
with the people who were already in the land. 
(Read Deut. 7:3, Joshua 23: 12-13). And when 
Ezra returned to set up the worship of the restored 
temple one of the first things that he did was to 
purge the people of “mixed marriages.” (Ezra 10: 
3, 10, 11). 


II. We believe in the “social separation” of the 
races because we think that God not only believed 
in it, but that He commanded it. The above pass- 
ages are evidence of this fact. The oft-quoted 
passage from Acts 17:26 has been discounted, and 
even sneered at. However, to me it still has a 
meaning. Paul is declaring the common origin of 
mankind, and equally as emphatic is he declaring 
the differentiation of mankind. Environment does 
many things but it does not change “leopard spots,” 
nor does it erase racial lines. 


III. We believe in the “social separation” of the 
races because of the things to which the “‘mixing”’ 
of the races leads. 


1. It leads inevitably to miscegenation. One thing 
that is apparent from the history of social economy 
is the fact that whenever you erase the separating 
lines and allow a free social intercourse it results in 
miscegenation. There is bound to come about “at- 
traction” among the races that will result: in 
scandal and shame. No opposite sexes can mingle 
together freely without this consequence. Any 
student of social economy knows this to be a fact 
of history. 


2. It will lead, indirectly, to confusion, strife, 
hatred and bloodshed. Many people will resent the 
extent to which it will inevitably go and will resist 
it. 
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38. Miscegenation will lead to a weakening of the 
resistance to certain diseases by the hybrid off- 
spring. Dr. S. F. Hoffman, one of the outstanding 
satisticians of America in his time, the officer of 
the New York Life Insurance Company in that 
capacity, made many tests of this matter, and 
finally announced in his famous report on “The 
Race Traits and Tendencies of the American Negro” 
that he found that scrofula and pulmonary diseases 
were less easily resisted by the mulatto than by 
the one with either pure African or Caucasian 
blood. 

4. Miscegenation, which is the inevitable conse- 
quence of non-separation, will reduce the American 
citizen to a “common denominator.”” You will put 
back the race which has imbibed the spirit and 
adapted itself to the progress of hundreds of 
generations of civilization and culture, to accom- 
modate the pace of tbe backward race of only a 
comparatively few generations of civilization and 
culture. It would be like placing a senior in college 
in the same class with a student in grammar school. 
It would be like adapting the stride of a grown man 
to the step of a child! 


We should respect the rights of the Negro; his 
right to live in his own society, worship in his own 
churches, educate his children in his own schools, 
travel in his own compartments, and lodge in his 
own hotels. And when we do give him this right 
and the whole-hearted respect that should go along 
with it, and ask that he give the white man the 
same right and accord him the same respect, we 
will have Jesus’ view of the relation of races, as 
our example and guide. He did not try to merge 
the Samaritans and the Jews. He accorded the 
Samaritans all due respect; gave to them his 
ministering service, and suggested in one of his 
parables the humanitarian conduct which they 
exemplified. 


= 


Page 8 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


July 15, 1950 


The Offense Of The Cross 


By the Rev. S. R. Diehl, D.D. 


And I brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, 
why do I yet suffer persecution? 
offense of the cross ceased. Galatians 5:11. 


After nineteen hundred years of Christianity, 
is there still any offense of the cross? Apparently 
not. The cross has become our most honored sym- 
bol. It is worn as an ornament about the neck, it 
is embossed upon our Bibles, it furnishes the ground 
plan for many of our churches. It is the inspiration 
of artists and writers. History attests its great 
popularity as seen in the names, Red Cross, Blue 
Cross, White Cross, the Iron Cross, the Victorian 
Cross, the Maltese Cross, St. George’s Cross and 
the fiery cross of the Scotch clans, which formerly 
summoned its members to the place of rendezvous 
on the eve of battle. Today, the challenging hymn 
of Christendom is still: 


In the cross of Christ I glory 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 


Yes, men are willing to laud the cross but what 
the cross actually stands for is an offense, a 
stumbling block and it has always been just that. 
To the ancient Greek with his ideal of human per- 
fection, to believe in a god that died an ignominious 
death on a cross, was absurdity. And the Jew who 
read in his Old Testament Scriptures “cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree,’ instead of rec- 
ognizing his Messiah, stumbled over the cross and 
rejected Him. 


So the cross was “‘unto the Greeks foolishness 
and unto the Jews a stumbling block.” And the 
offense of the cross persists even today. Some 
years ago, an ex-minister, then serving as editor of 
a country newspaper, said to me: “If I had my way 
with Church music, I would go through every 
Church hymnal and tear out every hymn that men- 
tions the blood of Christ; no religion of the 
shambles for me.” There was the old offense of 
the Cross. Let us face the question frankly and 
prayerfully, why the offense of the cross? 


1. The cross is an offense because of its mystery. 
Men do not understand it. It seems baffling to 
the mechanics of the human mind. How can one 
man by dying upon a cross take away the sin of 
the world? Is it not wrong for a righteous God 
to punish the innocent for the guilty? We are 
told that this is a relic of barbarism and does not 
appeal to the intellect and that our modern mind 
cannot accept such doctrine. 


We answer, the cross is not of man, neither by 
man, and therefore it is not surprising that finite 
man should experience some difficulty in fathom- 
ing its profundity. The cross is not invention nor 
induction, neither is it a system of syllogisms. It 
is a revelation, a bursting of Jesus Christ upon the 
soul; then come understanding and appreciation. 
While the cross is mysterious, it is not a myth. G. 
Campbell Morgan once said that if we take mystery 
out of Christianity, he would not want to be a 
Christian. Faith can function only in the realm of 
the unknown, and it is here that our souls may be 
“lost in wonder, love and praise.”’ 


Then is the . 


But why should anyone be skeptical in the 
presence of mystery when life itself is full of 
mystery and every day we accept its facts believ- 
ing where we cannot see and trusting where we 
cannot prove? Who can fathom the mystery of the 
love of a patriot for his cause; the love of a man 
for a woman or a mother for her child? We do 
believe here even though we cannot understand. 


Remember that every new discovery or invention 
in the realm of science only opens up new mystery 
and extends the frontiers of the unknown. The 
key to understanding is faith. 


The world declares that seeing is believing but 
the cross invites us to believe that we may see. 
When the blind man, whose sight our Lord restored, 
was asked how the cure was wrought he replied: 
“T do not know. But one thing I know, that where- 
as I was blind, now I see.” That is the Christian’s 
testimony. 


At the cross, at the cross, 

Where I first saw the light 

And the burden of my heart rolled away. 
It was there by faith 

I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day. 


2. The cross is an offense because men deem it 
impractical. They feel that its other worldliness 
cannot cope with the stern realities of our mundane 
existence. But is the message of the cross imprac- 
tical? Something always happens to this world 
when the Church preaches the message of the cross. 
This message in the language of the Apostle Pau! 
is the dunamis or dynamite of God and when it is 
let loose in the world something must give. 


“He preached science—an attentive throng 
Admiring heard; 

The nation’s weal—the listening multitude 
Approved his word; 

The social need—and thousands gave 
assenting nod; 

He preached the cross—and men were won 
from sin to God.”’ 


Is that impractical? The great Scottish preacher, 
Chalmers, after having been, as it were, recon- 
verted in the midst of his ministry, when he turned 
away from preaching mere morality and began to 
preach redemption through the cross, confessed 
that all his former sermons about man’s moral 
duty had not exerted a feather’s weight of influ- 
ence upon the conduct of his people; and it was 
only when he brought them by his preaching, near 
to the cross, that he saw any change in them. Is 
that impractical? The saintly David Brainerd de- 
clared that in all his preaching he never got away 
from the great fact of the cross, because he dis- 
covered that the cross was the best and the only 
way to keep men out of sin. Does that sound 
impractical? The rebirth of conscience in modern 
society is its only hope and this can come about 
through the power of Christ crucified for our sins 
and risen for our justification. 


Through the centuries the cross has demonstrated 
again and again that it is petent to break the 
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power of reigning sin, and set the prisoner free. 
I dimly recall the experience of a commercial 
traveler when among a primitive people. Suddenly 
emerging from out of the jungle, he came upon a 
native cooking his meal in a neat vessel, over an 
open fire while he attempted to read his New 
Testament. The traveler would have made sport 
of the young native who was gullible enough to 
believe such fairy tale. Calmly the man replied: 
“If it were not for this Book, you would now be 
in that vessel cooking, for our meal.” Is the mes- 
sage of such a Book impractical? 


3. The Cross is an offense because of its ex- 
clusiveness or intolerance. It speaks not so much 
of “a Savior’ as of “the Savior,” the exclusive 
One, the only name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved. There can be no 
substitute for the Cross. It is God’s last word in 
salvation. It admits that there may be good men, 
useful men, lovable men, outside its message but 
emphatically declares there are no saved men. 


Have you ever asked yourself why ancient Rome 
was so deadly in its persecution of the early 
Church? For the most part Rome was inclined to 
be tolerant toward all other religions and in the 
provinces conquered, she rarely interfered with the 
religion in vogue. Rome wanted to be tolerant 
toward Christianity. She was willing to place a 
statue of Jesus in the pantheon and accord Him 
religious homage and worship, provided the Chris- 
tians would reciprocate by according the Emperor 
worship as a god. I realize that I am rehearsing 
some very familiar history, but if ever the Church 
needed to look back upon the way over which it has 
come, it is now. 


The Christians of that day were adamant. To 
them, Jesus Christ was incomparable, the only Wise 
God and Savior and they refused to compromise 
Him by placing Him on an equality with pagan 
deities. The answer of Rome was the dungeon, the 
fire and the sword. But the infant Church stand- 
ing heroically upon the truth of a crucified Savior 
as the power and the wisdom of God for the re- 
demption of a fallen humanity, was the Church 
that without social prestige, without political pres- 
tige, without money and almost without organiza- 
tion, turned the world upside down for Jesus Christ, 
and was potent to the pulling down of strongholds 
of paganism deeply entrenched and powerful. May 
God give us grace in our day to meet the challenge 
so fearlessly! 


And what was it that those charter members of 
the early Church proclaimed so faithfully? Their 
message, as someone has said, was: 


“Not sociology, but salvation; 

Not economics, but evangelism; 

Not culture, but conversion; 

Not progress, but pardon; 

Not a new social order, but the new birth; 
Not revolution, but regeneration; 

Not renunciation, but resurrection; 

Not increased organization, but an organism; 
Not democracy, but the Gospel; 

Not civilization, but Christ.” 


My brethren, we are ambassadors, not diplomats. 
Let us insist that the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is still the only hope for this troubled world. 
The dynamic words of John R. Mott come to mind: 
“I would not cross the street to give China another 
code of ethics; nor would I cross the street to give 
India another religion; but I would gladly cross 
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all the seas of the world to tell millions in the dark- 
ness of superstition and unbelief that 


“There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emanuel’s veins 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 


Again, the Cross is an offense to many because 
it is humiliating to man’s pride. By nature we 
think well of ourselves. Pride might well be the 
easily besetting sin of the race. Folks want to be 
ladies and gentlemen before the Cross, but Jesus 
insists that we come as sinners. “They that are 
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.” 


It is foreign to our adamic nature to admit that 
we come empty handed. We would offer Him our 
best. We would come on a pedestal; the Cross 
says “Come in ruins and be made new.”” We would 
come with merit, but the demand is that we come 
without merit that we may receive the perfect 
righteousness of Christ. 


What minister has not had folks come to him 
offering to bestow their time, their talents, wealth 
and influence upon the Church, because they feel 
that the Church is a good thing in the community, 
and should have their support. But when he would 
speak to them of the Cross and their need of 
salvation, they, like the Rich Young Ruler have 
gone away in disappointment and sorrow. They 
resented the dictum of the scriptures, that their 
gemma are as filthy rags in the sight of 

od. 


It is said that when King Edward of England lay 
dying, Prebendary Carlile was invited to call at 
Buckingham Palace. Just before that, the King 
had decorated him for his work with the poor and 
the outcast. When he entered the bed chamber the 
King called out faintly, “Well Carlile, how are 
your tramps?” Before he had time to reply the 
King went on, “Never forget, Carlile that tramps 
and kings need the same Savior.” 


If the Cross deflates our egotism, it gives us a 
om Christ within, more precious than gold or 
silver. 


A missionary once read the old, old story of the 
Cross to an African chief. The dusky chief Was 
deeply interested and after the story had been 
read once he said, “‘Read it again.” It was read a 
second time and again the chief said, “Read it 
again.”” So for the third time he listened to that 
matchless story of the Cross and then there came 
into that dark face a light not seen on land or sea. 
As if gazing upon a distant scene, and so he was, 
upon a “green hill, far away, outside a city wall,” 
he cried out as the story closed, “Jesus, Jesus, 
come down from the Cross! You ought not to be 
there, I ought to be there.” Then and only then 
does the offense of the Cross cease. 


I read recently the moving human account of the 
—e of one of our great hymns as told by Billy 
raham. 


“Years ago, in London, there was a large gather- 
ing of noted people, and among the invited guests 
was a famous preacher of his day, Caesar Milan. 
A young lady played and sang charmingly and they 
were thrilled. Very graciously, tactfully and yet 
boldly, the preacher went up to her after the 
music had ended and said: ‘I thought as I listened 
to you tonight how tremendously the cause of the 
Church would be benefited if your talents were 
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dedicated to His cause. You know, young lady, 
you are as much a sinner in the sight of God asa 
drunkard in the ditch or a harlot on Scarlet Street 
but I am glad to let you know that the blood of 
Christ His Son can cleanse from all sin!’ The 
young lady snapped out a rebuke for his presump- 
tion. He said, ‘Lady, I mean no offense. I pray 
God’s spirit will convict you.’ They all returned to 
their homes. The young woman retired but she 
could not sleep. The face of the preacher appeared 
before her and his words rang through her mind. 
At two o’clock in the morning she sprang from her 
bed, took a pencil and paper and with tears drip- 
ping from her face, Charlotte Elliott wrote that 
famous poem...” 


Just as I am without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me. 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 


Just as I am and waiting not, 

To rid my soul of one dark blot. 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 


Then the Offense of the Cross ceased. 


When I survey the wondrous Cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died 
My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 


A Fundamental Difference 


By Rev. R. P. Robertson 
Ellisville, Miss. 


In the second installment of his interesting dis- 
cussion of Liberalism and Neo-Orthodoxy in the 
June 14 issue of The Christian Century, Dr. Charles 
Clayton Morrison devotes two paragraphs to the 
doctrine of revelation. His remarks were so to the 
point, setting before the reader in bold relief some 
fundamental differences, that I thought it not out 
of place to make an observation. 


Early liberalism, according to Dr. Morrison, ac- 
cepted the results of higher criticism and was 
forced to take a different concept of the Bible in 
relation to the idea of revelation. The prevailing 
orthodox view was, “that the Bible was the veritable 
Word of God and that all its parts were Divinely 
dictated.”” Neo-Orthodoxy, on the other hand, 
steering as it were a “middle course” between the 
extreme liberal and the extreme orthodox views, 
distinguishes between “revelation” and the “means 
of revelation.’”’ Dr. Morrison says that the place of 
revelation in Neo-Orthodoxy is, “in the living 
historical experience of which the Bible is the re- 
flecting mirror.” ‘The Bible is itself integral to 
this history and inseparable from it, but it is not 
the revelation itself.” ‘‘Thus,’’ Dr. Morrison con- 
tinues, ‘“‘revelation is no longer based upon authori- 
tarian dogma—the dogma of an infallible Bible— 
but upon historical, that is, impirical, fact. It deals 
with facts without dogmatic presuppositions. It 
sets the mind of man free to exercise his intellig- 
ence in reading the Bible.’”’ 


There is one thing valuable about Dr. Morrison’s 
discussion of the Neo-Orthodox doctrine of revela- 
tion and that is it is clear, definite, and to the 
point. One knows where he stands and that is in 
“the liberal tradition.” One therefore knows that 
there is a fundamental difference between Dr. 
Morrison and his Neo-Orthodoxy and the historic 
Christian faith. Let us notice a few points. 


1. In this exposition of Neo-Orthdoxy there is a 
forced distinction between the Christian doctrine of 
revelation and the Christian doctrine of inspiration. 
According to Dr. Morrison, “the historical experi- 
ence of Israel, culminating in the historical events 
centering in the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ—this is the primary focus of the 
revelation. In this actual history, not in a book, 
God revealed himself and made known the ultimate 


nature and character of the universe and the mean- 
ing of man’s existence.” 


Here we observe that Dr. Morrison is forcing a 
distinction between revelation and inspiration. He 
is saying in effect that the Bible might be full of 
error; that it might contain even a genuine revela- 
tion of God, and yet not contain a true account. 
The revelation itself is infallible, but the means of 
our obtaining that revelation may be and are human 
and fallible. 


This Neo-Orthodox view as stated by Dr. Morri- 
son seems to be the position taken by the vast 
majority of ministers of the larger denominations 
of America. The problems brought to light by the 
so-called scholarship of higher criticism has driven 
a leading wedge which begins the separation of 
these great companion doctrines of the Christian 
Faith. The stream of Protestantism as represented 
by the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America and the World Council of Churches are 
resting on this position of Revelation. 


2. What shall Bible believing Christians who 
endeavor to hold the historic Christian position say 
with regard to the Neo-Orthodox view? 


In the first place we should be careful not to sit 
in judgment. It is entirely possible for men who 
hold such a position to be Christian. They have 
accepted as true the central message of Christianity 
and are therefore rightly professing Christians. A 
great mistake would be made to “un-Christianize” 
such truly godly men. In the second place, how- 
ever, we should point out that this forced distinc- 
tion between revelation and inspiration is dangerous 
in that it leaves to the judgment of men the fina! 
determination as to what the revelation of God 
actually is. This error is clearly seen from Dr. 
Morrison’s own statement when he says, “By dis- 
tinguishing the Bible from the revelation, and 
finding the primary focus of the revelation in the 
living historical experience of which the Bible is a 
product, it set man free to exercise his intelligence 


in reading the Bible. 


Contrary to such pure human’ rationalism the 
historic Christian postion is that the Bible, the 
God-ordained medium of Revelation, is also infal- 
lible. Inspiration supposes that the Holy Spirit so 
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informed the minds of the Biblical writers that 
they were kept from falling into error. According 
to the historic position not only are the historic 
events of God’s dealing with men true, but the 
recording of these events is also true. 


The importance of the historic postion can easily 
be shown by asking the question, “how can we be 
sure of the truth of the historic events?” Obviously 
the only way we can be sure of the “historic living 
experience” is to be sure of the infallible recording 
of those events! God, in His wonderful providence, 
has seen fit to give the church that infallible re- 
cording in the form of the Holy Seriptures. The 
intelligence of the human mind thus must be con- 
trolled by this infallible book. This takes the seat 
of authority in religion out of the fallible mind of 
man a places it on the Word of God! There it 
is safe. 


3. Dr. Morrison’s statement that the old Orthodox 
view is that the Bible was “Divinely dictated,” is 
most surprising. Surely the scholarship of Neo- 
Orthodoxy is too fine to be guilty of such mis- 
representation! The historic Christian doctrine of 
the Plenary Verbal Inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures has never been identified with any “dictation”’ 
theory. Far from it, the Christian faith has said 
that God used the individuality of the writers of 
Scripture, that they used ordinary means of infor- 
mation, and that real historic situations were fully 
noticed in their writings. Dr. Morrison’s represen- 
tation is wholly unwarranted. 
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4. Finally the historic position of Plenary inspira- 
tion which asserts “infallibility” for the Bible is 
certainly a stupendous claim. There is definite 
room for research on the problem of errors. We 
would be the last person in the world to say that 
there are no problems with regard to text, manu- 
scripts, and words of the Bible. 


But the question we must ask is whether man is 
justified in asserting that there are errors in the 
Bible? When man does so Say that the Bible has 
errors is he not “sitting in judgment” upon the 
Bible? In the light of the Christian doctrine of 
God and His providence it is certainly more reason- 
able to suppose that God has preserved for us an 
“infallible rule of faith and practice” than it is for 
us to say that that rule is fallible and full of errors. 


If we are willing to accept the Christian doctrine 
of revelation: viz., that God has revealed Himself 
in historic acts and living experience (as Dr. Mor- 
rison does); accepting this upon the grounds that 
it is reasonable from the very character of God, is 
it not just as reasonable upon the same grounds to 
accept the Christian doctrine of inspiration? 


Surely the Church and the souls of men will be 
on safer ground in standing upon the “solid rock” 
of historic Christianity than upon the “shifting 
sand” of Neo-Orthodoxy in this matter of revela- 
tion. 


The National Council Debate In 
The 1950 General Assembly 


By Elder Earl H. McCowen 


Cleveland, Tenn. 


By this time you probably will have learned of 
the decisions that were made by the General As- 
sembly, June 8-13, 1950 in Massanetta Springs, 
Va. I feel, however, that you should know also 
how some of these decisions were reached, especial- 
ly as to our Church retaining membership in the 
Federal (National) Council of Churches and the 
World Council of Churches, certainly one of the 
most controversial issues that has come before our 
Church and the General Assembly in many years. 


The majority report of the Standing Committee 
on Inter-Church Relations recommended that we 
retain our membership in both, but with some reser- 
vations. They also sent in a minority report recom- 
mending that we withdraw from both. 


The Standing Committee on the General Council, 
which had all the details on this subject before 
it, was trying to be fair to both sides and handle 
the matter with justice and a Christian spirit. The 
committee had previously recommended that any 
dues to the Federal (National) Council, the World 
Council, the Lord’s Day Alliance and the Western 
Section, should be financed, not from the General 
Fund, but by contributions collected only from the 
individual Churches who favored them. 


This certainly did not exclude any individual or 
Church from contributing either moral or financial 
support to all or any of these four agencies. How- 
ever, it did not force those who were opposed to 
contribute to something they were conscientiously 
against. Who could say this was unfair? It 


certainly seemed to be a step toward peace on this 
subject in our Church. 


Yet, when the Standing Committee’s minorit 
report recommending we withdraw from the Fed- 
eral Council and World Council came up for con- 
sideration, by some parliamentary maneuvering de- 
bate on the subject was limited to three minutes for 
each of only three persons, or a total of nine min- 
utes on each side. This meant that under no con- 
dition could more than three Commissioners speak 
on either side. 


Nevertheless, about 400 commissioners had ac- 
cepted the responsibility and their expenses for 
representing their presbyteries while only three of 
them were allowed to speak on each side. We all 
admit that there are some on both sides who will 
never be convinced, but there are those, too, who 
represent presbyteries evenly divided and open- 
minded that want to know the facts on both sides. 
These representatives had made sacrifices of time, 
money and effort to learn more of the facts and to 
be able to report to their presbyteries and churches. 
We admit that there are some virtues in both 
Councils, but there are those, too, who are con- 
vinced that these virtues are used only to “sugar- 
coat” many and more dangerous evils so as to lure 
into the Councils less informed, although equally 
conscientious groups. 


By the rules of the Assembly, a commissioner is 
required to vote unless specifically excused. He is 
charged with this solemn duty, yet he was deprived 


& 
re 

y 
A 
\- 
od 
he 
ce 
he 
ne 
Pale 
30 


Page 12 


of hearing the full facts, which certainly could not 
have been properly presented in only nine minutes 
and by only three speakers on each side. Many did 
not know of all the socialistic activities and policies 
of the Councils, nor that membership enabled the 
Council to commit our Southern Presbyterian 
Church to policies that even some proponents of the 
Council have always opposed. 


At a meeting to be held about December 1, 1950 
in Cleveland, Ohio, it is proposed to reorganize the 
Council and rename it the “National Council,” 
hoping that the new name can disguise some of the 
objectionable policies. At the same time the Feder- 
al Council hopes to expand its activities into more 
dangerous fields under normal protection and 
financial support of such a fine organization as our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. We grant to every 
presbytery, church and individual the privilege of 
supporting the Councils, but we do object to being 
forced into something that always we have con- 
scientiously opposed. 


Certainly this handling was unfair, even on a 
much less important issue. It is not the true Pres- 
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byterian way and will be very disappointing to 
many who had hoped and prayed that by conscien- 
tious Christian deliberation of our Church’s highest 
court, we could reach some peaceful solution. Of 
course we were all tired and anxious to return home 
after five days of deliberation on other phases of 
church business. We, who opposed the Councils, had 
been ridiculed, criticized and called un-Christian 
and un-Presbyterian, but we thank God for those 
120 or more who still voted according to their con- 
science. I would have been there until now rather 
than vote for my personal comfort and rest and 
thereby deprived open-minded commissioners who 
had come to hear the facts and try to solve this so 
controversial issue which has already caused too 
much grief and unbecoming feeling in our Church. 


There are some in favor of the Councils who are 
ashamed of the unfair way the debate on this was 
cut off. They say it only served to prove to them 
the stubborn unwillingness to hear the opposition 
and work to a peaceful solution. 


Dr. Lacy is to be commended for the fair and 
efficient way in which he presided as Moderator. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For August 6 


Elijah - A Courageous Prophet 


Scripture: I Kings 17-19, 21. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalm 27. 


“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?’’ These familiar words 
from Psalm 27 might well be applied to Elijah: he, 
too, had to face wicked men and powerful enemies. 


It takes courage to speak for God; it takes 
courage to act for God; Elijah both speaks and 
acts for the Lord. Dr. Alexander Whyte says of 
Elijah: “Elijah was a great man. There was a 
great mass of manhood in Elijah. He was a Mount 
Sinai of a man, with a heart like a thunderstorm. 
That man among ourselves who has the most human 
nature in him and the most heart; the most heart 
and the most passion in his heart; the most love 
and the most hate: the most anger and the most 
meekness; the most scorn and the most sympathy; 
the most sunshine and the most melancholy; the 
most agony in prayer, and the most victorious as- 
surance that, all the time, his prayer is already 
answered—that man is the likest of us all to the 
prophet Elijah; that man has Elijah’s own mantle 
fallen upon him. Only, alas! there is no such man 
among us. There is no man among us fit, for a 
moment, to stand like Elijah before God.” 


I. Elijah And The Famine (Drought) 
Chapter 17 


Let us look at the lessons: 


1. God controls the weather: usually, by Na- 
ture’s laws; sometimes by direct intervention. 
Droughts do not just accidentally happen; they 
often come as chastisement or punishment. Ahab 
and Jezebel were wicked rulers and God sends the 
drought as a rebuke, a warning, and judgment 
upon them and the land. Wicked rulers always 
bring a curse upon a country sooner or later, and 
righteous rulers, a blessing. In nations where kings 


or dictators rule there is not much that ordinary 
citizens can do about it except pray and live right- 
eous lives themselves and try to get others to fol- 
low their example, but in a republic or democracy, 
where citizens have the right to vote, we can, if we 
will, select good men for office. In Exodus 18:21 
Moses tells us what sort of men we need: “Able 
men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covet- 
ousness; and place such over them, to be rulers.” 
In a country like America it is our own fault if we 
elect the “wrong crowd” and continue them in 
office. But whether elected or not, they can be a 
blessing or a curse. These two were a curse, and as 
is usual with such people, they blamed the wrong 
person, Elijah, for their troubles. (See 18:17,18). 


2. God also controls the birds of the air. When 
Elijah hid himself beside the Brook Cherith, God 
commanded the ravens to feed him. 


3. God also controls the smallest of His human 
creatures. He provided a place of refuge for Elijah 
in the home of the widow of Zarephath. 


4. He can miraculously provide food for those 
who trust Him: the barrel of meal wasted not, 
neither did the cruse of oil fail. 


5. He can grant miraculous power to His ser- 
vants when necessary. Elijah raised the son of the 
widow woman to life. 


The teachings of this chapter show us a God who 
intervenes in a supernatural way to send judgment 
and chastisement; to care for His own; to control 
all the forces of nature, and the men and women 
whom He has created. He is not only a God Trans- 
cendent in majesty and glory and power; He is an 
eminent God who comes to the aid of those who 
trust and need Him. He is not a God who is “far 
off,” but One who is near to help us in our time 
of need. 


II. Elijah And The False Prophets 
Chapter 18 


The time comes for Elijah to show himself to 
Ahab and to arrange for the supreme test and the 
supreme moment of his career. 
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He first meets Obadiah, one of the servants of 
Ahab who had been able to preserve his faith and 
also to help care for some of the other faithful 
ones among the 7,000 who, even in this time of 
awful apostasy, had been true to their God; who 
had not “bowed the knee to Baal.” Elijah tells him 
to tell Ahab that Elijah is here. Obadiah does not 
want to do this, for he is afraid that the prophet 
will be spirited away before he returns, but when 
Elijah assures him that he will show himself to the 
king, Obadiah delivers the message to Ahab. 


The meeting between Ahab and Elijah is a 
striking scene. Wicked rulers are always ready to 
blame preachers and prophets for their misfor- 
tunes, and at the same time are afraid of these men 
of God. We are reminded of Mary, Queen of Scots, 
and her hatred and fear of John Knox. 


Ahab, not as strong a character as his wife, 
Jezebel, agrees to call all the false prophets and 
priests together on Mount Carmel for the test pro- 

posed by Elijah. This is one of those dramatic his- 
tortenl pictures so common in the Bible. There is 
the hysterical acting of the false prophets of Baal 
as they cry and even cut themselves with knives. 
There is the calm and simple prayer of the true 
prophet of Jehovah and the answer by fire from 
heaven. Then came the destruction of the false 
prophets and the rain from the sky. 


Elijah was at the peak of his career and seem- 
ingly at the beginning of a wholesale revival and 
return to God. His question, How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions, or “limp between the two 
sides,”” ought to have brought the people to a very 
definite decision, especially as they had just wit- 
nessed one of the most spectacular miracles of the 
Bible. But it takes more than miracles of this sort 
to make people really repent; it takes the work of 
the Spirit in the heart, and as far as we can see 
there seems to be no lasting result. 


Ill. Elijah And The Vicious Queen 
Jezebel - Chapter 19 


Jezebel was still to be reckoned with. She was 
the power behind the throne, a diabolical woman, 
worse than any man. Ahab was wicked, but weak; 
she was even more wicked than her husband, and 
strong. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, 
saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if 
I make not thy life as the life of one of them by 
tomorrow about this time. Ahab had told her about 
the slaying of the false prophets. Just why a man 
who had just seen the almighty power of God dis- 
played in a most wonderful way should cringe in 
fear before the message of a mere woman, is one 
of the paradoxes of human nature. 


It seems to be partly physical exhaustion. The 
stress and strain, both mental and physical, had 
been tremendous, and he had not taken time to eat 
or refresh himself, it would appear from what fol- 
lows. His bodily strength was gone and he was not 
in shape to meet a crisis. 


Then there was the nervous reaction. Perhaps 
his success had unduly elated him and he was not 
ready for a disappointment and a shock such as 
this message from the queen. He may have felt 
that even Ahab and Jezebel would now be con- 
vinced and converted. (Have not we preachers 
sometimes had our “Blue Mondays” after some un- 
usual experience on the Sabbath?) 


His faith must have weakened. Before we blame 
mo too much, let us ask where our faith is at 
mes. 
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God deals with His servant in a most patient and 
loving manner. He lets him have rest and food, 
takes him to the mount of God where he sees some- 
thing of God’s power, then sends him back to his 
work again, and the anointing of two kings and a 
prophet, Elisha. The career of this faithful and 
courageous prophet was not yet finished; God had 
further work for him. 


IV. Elijah And Naboth’s Vineyard 
Chapter 21 


Covetousness is a terrible sin, whether found in 
the heart of a king, a rich man, or a poor man. It 
is a sin which may come to any person; it is not 
confined to the powerful or wealthy. “Take heed 
and beware of covetousness’’; “‘covetousness, which 
is idolatry.” 


Naboth had a vineyard in Jezreel, hard by the 
palace of Ahab, king of Samaria. And Ahab spake 
unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard that I 
may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is 
near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a 
better vineyard; or if it seem good to thee, I will 
give thee the worth of it in money.” But Naboth 
a to sell the inheritance of his fathers, or to 
trade 


Ahab, much displeased, went home to “pout” 
and eat no bread. His wife, Jezebel, finds him in 
this condition and tells him to arise and eat bread 
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- and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the 
vineyard. She wrote letters in Ahab’s name, had 
Naboth stoned on the false charge of blasphemy 
and confiscated the property. Elijah was sent to 
rebuke these wicked rulers and pronounce the se- 
vere judgment of God upon them. 


Lesson For August 13 
Ezra - Interpreter Of God’s Word 


Scripture: Ezra 7, 8:15-36; Nehemiah 8-9. De- 
votional Reading: Psalm 119:97-112. 


These verses, especially, from our devotional 
reading might well apply to Ezra: “O how I love 
thy law! it is my meditation all the day”; “How 
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth!” “Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 


In the time of Christ the scribes as a whole were 
classed along with the Pharisees and others as 
critics and enemies of our Lord. There were excep- 
tions. In Mark 12:28-34 we have one of whom 
Jesus said: “Thou art not far from the kingdom of 
God.”” Ezra was a different type of man from the 
ones who joined the Pharisees in opposing Christ. 
He was a “ready scribe in the law of Moses.” 


Ezra and Nehemiah were associates. As is often 
the case, God takes two men, one supplementing 
and aiding the other. Moses and Aaron are ex- 
amples. One might call Ezra the ‘“character- 
builder,’”’” and Nehemiah the “wall-builder,” but 
Nehemiah built character and no doubt Ezra helped 
with the wall. But we commonly think of Ezra as 
the student and Nehemiah as the practical exe- 
cutive. 


I. A Prepared Man - Chapter 7:10 


“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the 
law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in 
Israel statutes and judgments.” 


1. This was heart-preparation. Usually the word 
‘heart’ refers to the whole inner man—the intel- 
lect, will, emotions, etc. This is the sort of prepar- 
ation we need if we are to understand the Word. 
Our catechism says that the Word must be attended 
to with diligence, preparation, and prayer, and 
must be accompanied with the power of the Spirit, 
in order that it may be profitable and effectual. 


2. He prepared his heart to “seek” the law of 
the Lord. One of the basic principles of Bible study 
is to search, or seek: “‘Search the Scriptures.” The 
Bereans were more noble than the people of Thes- 
salonica in that they searched the Scriptures daily 
whether these things were so; therefore many of 
them believed. Ezra knew that he must find the 
truth before he could impart the truth to others. 
There are unsearchable riches of Christ in the 
oe but we must seek and find them for our- 
selves. 


Bible study of the right sort is absolutely es- 
sential. There is so much silly nonsense abroad in 
the land that I feel like stressing this particular 
thought. Not long ago I heard of a very ignorant 
man—so ignorant that he could not read—of whom 
it was said by one of his admirers that he could 
preach the best sermon he ever heard. I did not 
hear him preach, but I wonder what Ezra would 
say of such a preacher, or Paul, when he wrote to 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


July 15, 1950 


Timothy: “Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” 
Now God has some wonderful Christians among 
ignorant people, but if a man wishes to be a 
teacher, he must seek; he must study. “‘Seek, and 
ye shall find’’: searching the Scriptures, under the 
enlightenment of the Spirit, is one of the funda- 
mental principles of growth in Christian character, 
as well as ability to teach others. 


3. “To do it.’’ Ezra did not tell his hearers, ‘‘do 
as I say, not as I do,”’ but he set the example. He 
realized that the first application of the Scripture 
must be to his own heart and life. It is still true 
that ‘‘what you are speaks so loud, I cannot hear 
what you say.” “To do it” made him a good man, 
and good men are needed more than good teachers; 
“to do it’? will make us good ministers, good pas- 
tors who care for the flock. 


4. “To teach.”” A man is ready to teach when he 
has found and applied the truth. A good teacher 
must know, and a good teacher must be, and then 
he can teach with authority and with assurance. 


It is difficult to understand why some people 
have been opposed to Sabbath Schools. Samuel or- 
ganized schools of the prophets: Ezra was teacher 
and then preacher, if he ever preached in the 
usual meaning of that word, and it was the read- 
ing and hearing of the Word which led to the great 
revival which we take up later in our lesson. 


Ezra was a prepared man, a heart-prepared man, 
and it is no wonder that he exerted a powerful in- 
fluence on the returned exiles and on the whole 
history of the Jewish nation. 


II. A Practical Man - 8:15-36 


We often regard men of learning as visionaries, 
with their heads in the clouds, lacking business 
ability. Nehemiah is thought of as the practical 
man of affairs. But in this chapter we find Ezra 
showing good common sense. 


1. He saw the need of having some Levites in 
the company. It was remarkable that none were 
there. So he immediately set about to remedy this 
and sent a command that “they should bring unto 
us ministers for the house of our God.”’ The early 
Pilgrim fathers were careful in this respect when 
they came to America to conquer a new land and 
found homes. 


2. He saw the need of protection and this pro- 
tection must come from God through prayer. 
Prayer is a most practical thing; it changes things. 
He was ashamed to ask for a ieenaed from the 
king, for he had told the king that “the hand of 
God is upon all them for good that seek him.” Is 
there not a lesson for the Church right here, when 
we are tempted to ask for aid from the State, when 
we have problems or dangers? 


So he proclaims a fast and besought God, “and 
He was entreated of us.” 


3. Then there was need for carefulness in the 
matter of the treasures of gold and silver which 
they were carrying with them. There must be hon- 
esty, and he saw to it that everything was checked 
and weighed. Here, too, there is a lesson for the 
Church: there must be uprightness in money 
matters. 


So this scribe was not lacking in practical ability. 
He was not simply a dreamer, but a man of affairs 


—a 
ines 
tica 
edu 
Lear 
WoO 
Pa 

| 
ha 

Ne 

m 

lat 

the 

st 

pri 

we 

wl 

in 

al 

A 

pl 

h 

T 

T 


July 15, 1950 


—a leader who could look after the ordinary bus- 
iness of life. Teachers need not be lacking in prac- 
tical wisdom. The Jews looked after this side of 
education when they insisted that even their 
teachers should also be taught a trade—taught to 
work with their hands. Our Savior was a carpenter; 
Paul was a tent-maker. 


Ill. A Powerful Man: The Great 
Revival - 8-9 


Under these two men, Ezra and Nehemiah, w 
have one of the outstanding revivals of the Bible. 
Nehemiah, the governor, and Ezra, the scribe, 
worked together under God. Would it not be a 
marvellous thing if all the governors and legis- 
lators of our time and country, would work with 
the preachers in this matter! I believe this would 
start a great revival in our day. When kings, 
presidents and rulers of all kinds are willing to 
stand up and be counted on the side of God, then 
we can hope for wonderful results. We have some 
who will do this, but they are few. 


I would like to use the word “all,” as a key-word 
in our study of this revival. Whenever we can get 
all the people aroused, we can accomplish much. 


1. the people gathered themselves together.” 
As I write this there appears in the newspaper a 
picture of 50,000 people gathered in Boston to 
hear one of our evangelists. This is encouraging. 
This gathering together was practically unanimous. 
The remarkable thing was that they came together, 
not to hear some eloquent, fiery, or magnetic ora- 
tor, but to hear somebody read the Word of God. 
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It was not interest in a preacher, but in the Scrip- 
tures. 


2. The “ears of all the people were attentive.” 
They came to listen, not to talk among themselves, 
or criticize. 


3. “All the people stood up.’’ There was rever- 
ence for the Word. It was the inspired revelation 
of God’s will and they treated it as such. The Bible 
is a Holy Book, and we do well to stand when it is 
read, for it is the voice of God. 


4. “All the people answered, Amen.”’ There was 
a hearty response on the part of the people. Do our 
hearts respond, “‘Amen,”’ when the Book is read? 
It would not hurt to have some “Amens” spoken 
aloud. One of the most helpful experiences of my 
early ministry was the presence of a splendid old 
Methodist minister in my congregation who said 
“Amen” from his heart. It did me good. 


5. “‘All the people wept.” There was a deep sense 
of conviction of sin. We cannot read very far in 
God’s Word, under the influence of the Spirit, and 
not feel this same sense of sin. 


6. “All the people went their way to eat and 
drink,” ete. Their sorrow for sin was followed by 
great joy. It is always true: ““‘There was great joy 
in all their cities.” 


7. “All the congregation made booths.” Their 
joy was followed by obedience. They were carry- 
ing out the instructions of the Book: Preach and 
teach the Word! 


Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Vesper Topics For August 


Introduction 


(For the next three Sunday nights we are going 
to be looking at the matter of “Christian Friend- 
ship.” In our Journal program we do not seek to 
give a full program, but we seek to give Bible 
studies on the topics that are to be used so that your 
group can work the Bible study into whatever type 
program you plan. Rather than giving scripture les- 
sons for two vesper programs tonight and next week, 
we are offering the following two Bible studies of 
Christian friendship.) 


Bible Studies 


You and I should be friendly to all people every- 
where, but we can only develop real friendship 
with a few people. If we want to develop real 
Christian friendship, we have to realize that certain 
things must be spiritually true of us and of those 
with whom we form friendships. Therefore, these 
two Bible studies are designed to show us the basis 
of Christian friendship and to set before us an 
example of such friendships. 


August 6: (1) Basis Of Christian 
Friendship. John 15:1-15. 


(a) As Branches We Receive His Life. Verses 
4-5. When we talk about Christian friendship, 


Christian service, Christian testimony, we must be 
careful that we do not let the word “Christian” 
simply be descriptive of a vague sort of good be- 
havior and attitudes that are called Christian. We 
are Christians when we are a part of Jesus Christ 
and Jesus Christ is a part of us. He describes 
this relationship in these words from John 15. 
When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ by’ faith, 
we are as vitally united to Him as the branches 
are to a tree, and just as surely as the branches 
draw life from the tree, so we draw life from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


(b) As Disciples We Follow Him. Verse 8. As 
those who have been vitally united to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we do not know everything, nor do 
we automatically become properly Christian in all 
of our decisions, attitudes and actions: therefore, 
we must also be disciples who learn the way of 
Christ and follow Him. When we truly seek to 
know His will and do it, we will bring forth “‘much 
fruit” and by the fruit prove that we are His 
disciples. The fruit of right relationship with 
Christ is of various kinds. We will bring forth the 
fruit of Christian character that emphasizes love, 
joy, peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meek- 
ness and self-control. We will bring forth the fruit 
of Christian services in cooperating with others, in 
preaching the Word, teaching the truth of God and 
ministering to the needs of man. And we will also 
bring forth the fruit of Christian testimony, de- 
claring our loyalty to Christ by a testimony of the 
mouth and by a life well pleasing unto God. 
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(c) As Friends We Have Fellowship With Him 
and All Other Christians. Verses 12-14. When we 
have thus become a part of Christ and are seeking 
to follow Him, He says that we are not His servants, 
but that we are His friends, who enter into an 
intimate fellowship with Him in which He shares 
His will, His sympathies and His purposes with us. 
But since we become part of Christ, when we 
believe, we also have become a part of every other 
Christian in the world; therefore, as friends of 
Christ we must also be friends with all believers 
everywhere. As we have fellowship with Christ in 
love, we must have fellowship with all Christians 
everywhere. 


When we begin to think about Christian friend- 
ships in any real sense of the word, that friend- 
ship can only be with those people who, like us, have 
received His life, who seek to follow Him and who 
have fellowship with Him in love. 


August 13: (2) Example Of Real 
Friendship. I Samuel 18:1-16. 


(a) Necessary Elements in Friendship. Verses 
1-4. 


(1) Sincere love. Verse 1. 

(2) Inseparable love. Verse 2. 
(3) Responsible love. Verse 3. 
(4) Unselfish love. Verse 4. 


One of the classic examples of real friendship, 
though at the sub-Christian level yet with many of 
the same elements that are basic in Christian friend- 
ship, is the friendship of Jonathan and David in the 
Old Testament. As we read the descriptions of that 
friendship in I Samuel 18:1-4, we see love for 
David was absolutely sincere and resulted in an 
inseparable fellowship. In that fellowship Jona- 
than and David made a covenant in which they both 
accepted mutual responsibilities. Finally we see 
that Jonathan was unselfish in his love. All true 
friendship contains these elements, sincerity, fellcw- 
ship, unselfishness and mutual responsibilities. 


(b) Elements that Wreck Friendship. Verses 
5-16. 


(1) Envy. Verses 5-9. 
(2) Anger. Verses 10-12. 
(3) Fear. Verses 13-16. 


When David first appeared upon the scene and 
slew Goliath, the basis for a friendship between 
Saul and David was laid, but in time we see that 
that friendship went utterly on the rocks. In the 
Scripture lesson today we see three things that 
wrecked that friendship and these three things will 
wreck any friendship. Saul envied what David had 
and did. This envy led to anger, and the anger 
set up a barrier, and that barrier created fear, 
suspicion, resentment and hatred. Friendship rests 
alone on forgiving and complete love. | 


Suggestions 


The program topic for August 6 is entitled “My 
Other Self.” This immediately reminds us of the 
true basis of Christian friendship, for actually all 
believers in Christ are part of us and we are part 
of them, all members of the same body. It would 
be very appropriate, then, to use at the heart of 
your program a study of John 15:1-15, on the 
bases of true Christian friendship. 


The program topic for August 13 is “Wish I 
Could Talk to Somebody.” Jonathan and David 
both were knit together in love and separated from 
Saul. During the days that followed their covenant, 
it would have been very difficult had they not been 
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able to sit down and talk together. In friendship 
we need to have somebody with whom we can talk 
at all times and about all things; so someone could 
become thoroughly familiar with the total friend- 
ship with Jonathan and David, and then bring out 
the elements of friendship, the elements that wreck 
friendship, and the elements that make friendship 


Church News 


ASSEMBLY’S MISSIONARY 
CANDIDATES SPEAK 


(An exclusive retelling by three missionary 
candidates of their motives for carrying the 
Gospel abroad as presented to the 1950 meet- 
ing of the General Assembly.) 


Two Feelings 
By George T. Brown 


To me the most satisfying and compelling motive 
for missionary service is simply that this is for me 
the will of God. Of course, many factors have 
entered into preparation: home and school; he- 
redity and environment. 


But in the past few months we have been finding 
out that none of these things in themselves are 
sufficient. When the door to missionary service 
closed for us in China, it was necessary for us to 
reconsider our call to missionary service. 


Did we really want to go through with it? 


And then basically the whole matter seemed to 
vy oe Ni simple: Was this or was it not the will 
of Go 


All our conflicting desires, emotions and opinions 
could only be resolved within this underlying 
motivation. So for me, this will be the one great 
re. for missionary service: “to do Thy will, 


It seems to me that when a candidate for mission- 
ary service begins at this point, with the will of 
God, that two things happen within him. First, he 
feels his complete dependence upon the God who 
has called him. All he seeks to do and say he does 
not by his own strength or in his own name. The 
kingdom and the power and the glory are not his. 
He feels his own inadequacy and must say with 
Jeremiah: “I am but a child.” 


But then strangely enough at the same time he 
feels his own responsibility to the God who has 
sent him forth. He must play his own part in 
fulfilling the great commission for the Lord. And 
s0 he must say with Isaiah: “Here amI... .” 


It is when these two feelings, one of complete 
dependence upon God and the other of an inescap- 
able responsibility to God, come together that the 
missionary receives his call. 


I believe that this must. be the experience of 
every missionary as he goes forth. Certainly this 
was the experience of William Carey when he stood 
up to preach his great sermons which launched the 
modern missionary movement. 
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Perhaps his theme is the best summary of what 
I am trying to say. Expect great things from 
God, attempt great things for God.” 


My Missionary Motive 
By Helen Norwood 


It is hard to put 20 or 25 years into a few words, 
but it seems that my becoming a missionary candi- 
date is connected with my entire life. Since the 
time I can remember anything, I remember being 
told of Jesus and wondering about those who had 
no one to tell them. 


Even during my high school days when other 
girls were dreaming about their “dream houses” 
and talking about the kind of men they were going 
to marry, something told me I’d just as well not 
dream. Even then, I was aware that my “dream 
house” would be quite different. 


However, things did not come to a climax until 
I had finished high school. I was wondering what 
I was going to do next and what my future would 
be. It was at a young people’s conference that 
I began to realize what Christ’s death and resurrec- 
tion mean. I realized that the Christian life is 
different from others because Christians have a 
hope, a security, a peace and a joy that come only 
from Christ. 


Almost immediately, I began to think of those in 
other lands who were afraid of their gods, who 
knew only superstition, whose only security was 
ill treatment from their gods if they were not 
pleased. I knew I had the answer and wanted to 
share it with them. Like Isaiah I heard the Lord 
saying, “Who will go for us?” and I said, ‘‘Here 
am I, send me.” 


There were years ahead, but all the while God 
was saying ‘“‘the mission field.”’ After college, I 
spent two years teaching the Bible to school chil- 
dren, and they were happy years. But all the 
while there was a restlessness to tell those who’ve 
never heard. 


The only missionary motive I have dates to the 
first century A.D. It is simply in obedience to 
Christ’s command to go and teach all nations. And 
I rejoice in the opportunity to share what Christ 
has done for me with those in Africa who are 
seeking this peace. 


Africa At The Crossroads 
By John C. Pritchard 


Occasionally God separates the curtain which 
divides time and allows us to have a view of the 
future. That is what God is now doing for us in 
Africa. He is showing us two roads which we can 
follow in this changing continent with its emerging 
peoples. 


God is calling and directing us along His road, 
the road Christ followed. 


The people of Africa are emerging from centuries 
of darkness and are calling us that they may 
emerge into the light of the truth of Christ. There 
are others in the world desiring to take them down 
another road, the road of secularism. 


_ Our light is brighter, our truth is pure, our aim 
is higher. Let us now take those actions necessary 
to fulfill this call in Africa, this call for Christ. 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information, write to: 


G. T. Gillespie ... President 


‘ EWS. PULPIT s CHANCEL 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 20 SCRANTON 2, 


Dr. Gillespie On Columbia 
Theological Seminary 
Faculty 


Dr. Richard Thomas Gillespie, III, Candidate 
Secretary of the Board of World Missions for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., has accepted the call 
of the board of directors of Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, Ga., to become Professor of 
Homiletics. 

Dr. Gillespie will continue to serve the Board of 
World Missions until September 1. Although his 
official connection with Columbia Seminary will 
begin at that time, he will spend the fall months in 
additional studies preparatory to beginning his new 
duties with the Seminary. 


His teaching work will begin on December 1 with 
the opening of the winter quarter. 


~ 
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Dr. Gillespie is a native of South Carolina and 
the son of the late Dr. Richard Thomas Gillespie, 
II, who was President of the Seminary at the time 
it was moved from Columbia, S. C., to its present 
location in Decatur, Ga. 


He is a graduate of Presbyterian College and 
received his training for the ministry at Columbia 
Seminary. He took his Master of Arts degree at 
Emory University and earned his Th.D. at Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. 


Following his graduation from Columbia Semi- 
nary in 1933, Dr. Gillespie was ordained to the 
ministry by Atlanta Presbytery and was pastor of 
the Rock Springs Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 
Ga., for four years. In 1944 he accepted his posi- 
tion with the Foreign Mission Committee. 


Georgia Church Records 
Growth - Plans Building 


Waycross, Ga., July 15.—The First Presbyterian 
Church of Waycross, Ga., whose membership has 
grown steadily during the past year with a record 
number of admissions on profession of faith, has 
voted to sell its present church building and has 
instructed its building committee to proceed with 
plans for the construction of a new sanctuary and 
educational building. 


The new church will be built on a site donated 
by one of its members, Miss Sarah Houk, in memory 
of her mother, the late Mrs. Sarah Virginia 
Williams Houk, who raised the first funds for the 
first Presbyterian church in Waycross. 


A unanimous vote to accept Miss Houk’s offer, 
and to sell the present church building, was taken 
at a congregational meeting presided over by the 
pastor, the Rev. Marion G. Bradwell, who came to 
Waycross a year ago from the Reynolda Presby- 
terian Church in Winston-Salem, N. C. 


The Waycross church during the past year show- 
ed the largest increase in membership and the 
heaviest total contributions for all causes, in the 
63-year history of the church. The membership 
grew to 500 with a net increase of 84. Thirty-two 
members were received on profession of faith, and 
63 by certificate and reaffirmation, the largest 
number ever received in a single year, in each 
classification. 


A total of $31,990.45 was raised for all causes 
during the year, as compared with the previous 
record year of $21,930. The building fund was 
increased by $8,130 in cash, and over $10,000 in 
pledges. 


A revitalized program of church extension was 
conducted, with expansion of the work of Young 
Memorial Chapel, and a establishment of a new 
chapel program at Parkside. Ten new members 
were received at Young Memorial Chapel during 
the year, seven on profession of faith. 


The church employed a full-time, trained director 
of religious education for the first time, and adop- 
ted Mr. and Mrs. John Butler Wood of the Mexican 
mission field, as their missionaries. A new church 
office was equipped and furnished. A full time 
sexton was employed to assure proper care of 
church properties. 


The spiritual life of the church has been stim- 
ulated, with a 25 per cent increase in Sunday 
School attendance, and a still larger increase in 
church attendance. 
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Texas Pastor Becomes Education 
Minister In Mississippi 


The Rev. Roy L. McCown, Jr., former pastor of 
the Chapel Presbyterian Church of Lubbock, Tex., 
has accepted an invitation to become Minister of 
Education in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Laurel, Miss. Mr. McCown began his duties in 
Laurel June 1. Before accepting his present 
position, Mr. McCown was pastor of Springhill Pres- 
byterian Church, Springhill, La., and had served in 
Lubbock for 17 months. 


Mississippi Church Holds 
Revival Services 


The Presbyterian Church of Newton, Mass., held 
a revival from May 28 to June 2, with the Rev. 
Edward A. Jussely, pastor of the Wayne County 
Presbyterian Churches, in charge. 


Mr. Edwin Wyman, minister of music in the 
Wayne County Presbyterian Churches, led song 
services with piano and vocal solos. Mrs. Sidney 
Burns and Mrs. Curtis Stephens were pianists for 
the services. 


“Christian forces have been greatly strengthened 
and encouraged,”’ one report says. 


Eighty-Six Attending P.J.C. 
Summer Term 


Maxton, N. C.—tThe registrar’s office of Presby- 
terian Junior College reports student enrollment 
for the first term of summer school from seven 
states and one foreign country as follows: Local, 
10; Laurinburg, 11; other North Carolina, 41; 
South Carolina, 14; Georgia, 1; Kentucky, 1; West 
Virginia, 1; New York, 1; Alabama, 1; Cuba, 5. 
Total, 86. The second term of summer school be- 
gins on July 17. 


Bogart Church Plans Summer 
Revival Work 


Bogart, Ga.—The Westview Presbyterian Church 
between Athens and Bogart, Ga., has announced 
that Mr. R. H. Lasseter has been selected as acting 
pastor for the summer for this growing church. 


Mr. Lasseter has completed half his work in Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., and is 
now studying in the Atlanta Division of the Uni- 
versity of Georgia for his B.A. degree which he 
will receive this fall when he will resume his work 
in seminary. 


A sustained program of visitation evangelism has 
been planned by church officers for the summer. 
Deacons recently elected include Mr. Marshall S. 
Maxey and Mr. Bailey F. Daniel. 


Summer School For Leaders 
(Montreat Leadership School ) 
July 18-27, 1950 
Special Features 


“How To Teach Adults,” to be taught by Dr. 
Price H. Gwynn, Director of Leadership Education, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


July 20: Inspirational Address, ‘“‘Reclaiming The 
Century,’”’ by Dr. A. W. Dick, Second Presbyterian 
Church, Memphis, Tenn. 
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Weisiger Receives Doctorate 
From Muskingum College 


The Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, contributing 
editor of The Journal, received the honorary de- 
gree of doctor of divinity from Muskingum Col- 
lege, New Concord, Ohio, on June 12 at the annual 
graduation exercises of the institution. The degree 
was conferred by action of the faculty and the 
board of trustees. Dr. Weisiger is now pastor of 
the Mount Lebanon United Presbyterian Church in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Something New In Evangelism 


“T congratulate you heartily upon this new ad- 
venture, and trust that hundreds of young people 
may be enrolled. I know of no community which 
has attempted this.” So writes a great inter- 
denominational leader in evangelism to the Rev. 
John S. McMullen, concerning Youth to Youth 
Evangelism. Indeed the program is both new and 
significant. 


Youth to Youth Evangelism is a pastor-led pro- 
gram for seniors and older young people. It was 
initiated because of the desire of young people to 
have a real part in winning their comrades to 
Christ and the Church. It was prepared out of the 
experience of young people and their pastors in a 
number of churches. 


The materials for putting on this program con- 
sist of a carefully prepared handbook, “That They 
May Know,” a Leaflet to instruct visitors, Three 
Cards for recording information and purpose and 
a Recording which gives the story of getting 
started.and suggested procedure in a visit. 


Our conviction is that Youth to Youth Evan- 
gelism will immediately appeal to our young peo- 
ple, and will provide the “how” for getting right 
into this fruitful, satisfying service to Christ and 
His Church. 

Howard H. Thompson, Secretary, 
Division of Evangelism 


BIBLES FOR JAPAN 


“Magnificent contribution has been made by the 
American Bible Society ... It is hoped that per- 
manent program will provide for message of Scrip- 
tures to reach every village and hamlet in the land,” 
said General Douglas MacArthur in a cable to the 
American Bible Society. The General has described 
conditions in Japan in which the people have turned 
from their old beliefs as “an opportunity without 
counterpart since the birth of Christ.” 


The American Bible Society has such a permanent 
program for Japan. Four million Bibles, Testa- 
ments and Gospels have been provided by the 
American Bible Society since the war but four 
million is only a beginning in reaching “every 
village and hamlet in the land.” 


The continuing help of the American people is 
needed now in a dramatic gesture of good will to 
provide for Japan. Bibles, not bombs; Signatures, 
not shots. 


A book containing thousands of signatures of 
Americans who have helped provide Bibles for 
Japan will be presented to a representative of the 
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Japanese people in appropriate ceremonies in No- 
vember. This “good will book” will be widely 
publicized in Japan and will tell the Japanese people 
in a dramatic way of the many Americans who want 
the people of Japan to know Christ. 


Scriptures are now being printed in Japan in co- 
operation with the young and growing Japan Bible 
Society. 


If the American people can provide $500,000 for 
per, ink, glue, thread and for other expenses the 
apan Bible Society can print 3,000,000 volumes in 
1950, 5,000,000 volumes in 1951 and lay a firm 
foundation for future printing and distribution of 
Bibles, Testaments and Gospels in Japan. 


Distribution will continue through churches, 
schools, book stores and by colporteurs who make 
house canvasses in towns and villages and rural 
areas to reach all over Japan. 


This is an effective time-tested program of care- 
ful stewardship in the use of gifts of Bible lovers. 
It comes from 134 years’ experience of Scripture 
distribution, and 74 years’ experience in Bible work 
in Japan. 


To launch this far-reaching “permanent pro- 
gram” $500,000 is being sought now to insure 
many months of production and distribution. 


Signers of the good will book will help make this 
possible. The signatures of all donors of $1.00 or 
more—and more is needed—will be pasted in the 
good will book. Only the signatures, not addresses 
or amount of the gift, will appear. The names will 
be arranged according to state, city, village or 
country. 


South Korea Invasion 
Makes Gospel Message 
Essential In Japan 


The American Tract Society has announced plans 
for the immediate distribution of millions of copies 
of gospel messages in the form of tracts through- 
out the Japanese islands. 


Until funds become available that will allow the 
Society to set up a printing plant in Japan to be 
run by Japanese nationals, a million such tracts 
will be printed by contract with a Japanese com- 
mercial printer. 


American Tract Society officials seem to feel 
that now is the time to act before we are faced 
with the possibility .of closed doors in Japan. 


With the invasion of South Korea already well 
advanced at the time of the Society’s announce- 
ment and the final outcome still doubtful as this 
goes to press, the action of the Society points up 
the alarming lack of literature with the Gospel 
influence in these countries. 


But Communist North Korea has put away the 
pen and taken to the sword leaving Christians with 
the uncomfortable realization that all that might 
have been done there for the Lord must wait until 
the situation is resolved. 


The question is: Given another chance, would 
any more be done than was done before? 
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“The Talking Bible” 


Early risers in New York City and vicinity can 
hear the Bible read every Sunday morning, starting 
at seven o’clock. This new program, sponsored 
jointly by the American Bible Society and Station 
WNEW presents a half-hour continuous reading of 
the Bible, which was begun with the Book of 
Genesis. The Talking Book Records, which the 
Bible Society has prepared for the use of the blind, 
are being used. The reading is by Alexander 
Scourby. It is expected that it will take a period of 
= years to complete the reading of the entire 

ible. 


The Bible In Formosa 


In spite of milifary activities in Formosa, the 
Bible continues to make its way. Large supplies of 
Chinese Scriptures are frequently being sent by the 
American Bible Society to Tsipeh where the book- 
store, managed by the Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Mont- 
gomery, sells hundreds of Bibles and New Testa- 
ments every month. Mr. L. Singleton, in Tainan, is 
also making a similar distribution in Southern For- 
mosa. 


The Church in Southern Formosa is a Bible read- 
ing Church, largely due to having the Scriptures in 
Roman characters which are simple to learn. 


Within the past three months, 2,000 Bibles have 
been sent from Hong Kong to Formosa.  Indo- 
China, Burma, Malaya, Indonesia, the Philippine 
Islands and Japan are also receiving Chinese Scrip- 
tures from Formosa. 


Wide Distribution Of Bibles 
Reported By Bible Society 


More than 8,822,880 copies of the scriptures 
were distributed by the American Bible Society 
during 1949, the annual report of the body released 
last month reveals. 


Distribution in the United States totaled 4,727,- 
626 copies and was one of the largest in the 
Society’s history. The Bibles were circulated in 
85 different languages in this country. 


Other countries in which the Society circulated 
Bibles during the 12-month period include: 


China: 965,480 copies. 
Other: 3,212,348. (including China) 


Scriptures Now In 1,118 
Languages 


Some part of the Bible is now in 1,118 languages 
and dialects, according to a report of the American 
Bible Society for the year ending December 31, 
1949. 


New languages into which the Bible was trans- 
lated during the year include Biete, spoken in 
India; Chin: Anal in Burma; Hula in Papua; Loma, 
Liberia; Piro, Peru; Pitjantjatjara in Australia, 
Wewjewa in Sumba, Indonesia and Zapotec, spoken 
by Indians in Mexico. 


First complete Bibles appeared in Faroe of the 
Faroe Islands, north of Scotland and in Shona, one 
of the languages of Southern Rhodesia. 


There are at least 1,000 more languages which, 
as yet, have no part of the Bible, the report says. 
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Back Reviews 


THE AREOPAGUS ADDRESS 


By N. B. Stonehouse. Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. $.65. The lecture contained in this 
small volume is the Tyndale New Testament Lec- 
ture of 1949 delivered in the Divinity School of 
Cambridge University. It is a brilliant message on 
the address of the Apostle Paul at Athens recorded 
in Acts 17. Dr. Stonehouse believes that this 
address contains far-reaching implications for the 
understanding of early Christianity. 


THE CHRISTIAN 
PERSPECTIVE 


By Edward T. Ramsdell. Abington-Cokesbury 
Press. $2.50. A Vanderbilt theology professor gives 
a philosophical compromise between neo-Orthodoxy 
and the personalism of the Boston School. An ex- 
alted place is given to Christ—not the traditional 
place in the Godhead. At the same time, the sin- 
fulness of man is slighted. As might be expected, 
Christian terms are used in such a way as to admit 
broadest interpretations. 


The Bible is called the book of God’s Word. The 
author spreads flowers over the graves of Strauss 
and Drews and worships at the shrine of Sch- 
weitzer and Bultmann. The Gospels are seen as 
having “traditional accretions.”’ 


The best part of the book deals with liberalism 
very briefly, and Dr. Ramsdell correctly states that 
it has exalted the goodness of Jesus without a faith 
in His Sonship. The weakest part is the chapter on 
man and his sin. He holds man is still in the image 
of God in spite of the Fall. Original sin is rejected. 
Instead of a sinful nature, man does commit sins, 
such as pride, avarice, anger and envy. The Cross 
displays the agape (Gk., love), of God, but justice 
and legalistic punishment in it are minor matters. 
Salvation is the interaction of man’s faith and God's 
grace. Therefore, God waits for us and we make 
God wait. 


The book adds nothing to the general file of neo- 
Orthodox arguments. It will rank as third-class 
writing by Calvinists. Its readers will be philo- 
sophical religionists who specialize in generalities. 

—George W. Dollar. 


THE GOOD NEWS 

As Narrated in the Gospel According to Saint 
Luke. American Bible Society. $.06. This illus- 
trated gospel, printed in magazine form “without 
note or comment,” is one of the most attractive 
presentations of the Gospel to come from pub- 
lishers since the war. 


The idea for presenting the Gospel accompanied 
with modern-day photographs is not entirely new, 
but in view of the 500,000-copy printing of the 
first edition seems to be a most welcome variation. 


We understand that this idea originated in 
France with the French Bible Society but it re- 
minds us of an illustrated Bible commentary, The 
System Bible Study, published in 1922 by the 
System Bible Company. 


A remarkable production, any Bible reader will 
find this publication well worth the small invest- 
ment. And if you order in multiples of 50, you get 
it a cent less per copy when sending cash. 
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I BELIEVE, BUT! 


By Walter R. Courtney, D.D. John Knox Press. 
$2.50. The pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Nashville, Tenn., offers in this volume a series 
of studies in the Apostles’ Creed and cognate sub- 
jects. Evangelical readers will concur in most of 
the author’s theological views. One regrets, how- 
ever, to find in this volume the notion of a second 
probation which follows death. Dr. Courtney seems 
to feel that the fate of the unevangelized is not 
fixed in this life. We wish he had emphasized that 
there can be no Christian salvation without Christ. 
Judgment belongs to God, and we can trust His 
wisdom more than we trust our own; yet we find 
the New Testament to be categorical on this mat- 
ter. “I am the way, the truth and the life. No man 
cometh unto the Father but by me.” Such a view 
set forth by the writer invites confusion. 


Apart from the above criticism, this reviewer 
would like to recommend these studies to all who 
are interested in a fresh study of the Apostles’ 
Creed. This book is written in a readable style. The 
layman can follow the author’s thoughts without 
difficulty. —John R. Richardson. 


THE POWER OF PENTECOST 


By John R. Rice, D.D. Sword Of The Lord Pub- 
lishers. $3. Dr. Rice spent 17 years in the prepar- 
ation of this book. He followed the views of men 
like Spurgeon, Moody, Torrey and Chapman, rather 
than those of the ultra-dispensationalists. His atti- 
tude is humble. When he differs from other Chris- 
tians, he does so with respect for their opinions. 


The author is a Baptist and as such gives a Bap- 
tist slant to some of his interpretations. Presby- 
terians will agree with him in his insistence that 
Pentecost was not “the birthday of the Church.” 
He says: “I believe that several facts faced hon- 
estly and prayerfully will show open-minded Chris- 
tians that the talk about Pentecost as the birthday 
of the Church is wholly missing the point of the 
Scriptures.” 


This book is written with remarkable clarity and 
easy-to-follow outlines. It is designed to be helpful 
to ministers, but it could profitably be used in 
women’s or young people’s discussion groups. 

—John R. Richardson. 


HEAVEN IN MY HAND 


By Alice Lee Humphreys. John Knox Press. 
$1.75. A school teacher lists some of the varied 
characters in her room and how their strange ways 
and imaginations point to many spheres of ordinary 
life, such as soldiering, Bible scenes, animal life, 
etc. The purpose of the author is not clear. Often 
the language is very vague. 


The author has watched different pupils and pa- 
rents reveal their many secrets, but she misses 
great opportunities to draw Gospel morals. Dis- 
couraged teachers will have memories revived as 
they read this book. —George W. Dollar. 


BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 


By J. R. W. Scott, Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship. $.05. An exceptionally fine tract to be 
given to non-Christians or new Christians. It re- 
veals the plan of salvation clearly and forcefully. 


SOME BASIC TEXTS 


Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. $ .15. Ninety- 
four texts selected for memorization. The verses 
selected here are designed to help Christians in 
their spiritual lives and also those who seek to do 
evangelistic work. It supplies a basic armory for 
daily use. 


WHEN LOVED ONES 
ARE CALLED HOME 


By Herbert H. Wernecke. Baker Book House. 
$ .60. This is a book of comfort for the bereaved. 
Step by step the reader is brought to the point 
where he views death as Jesus viewed it—a home- 
going to be with the Lord. The writer is one who 
himself has tasted the cup of sorrow and writes 
with sympathy and understanding. Pastors will 
find this book a satisfying and helpful gift to mem- 
— their flock who have lost loved ones through 

eath. 


OUTLINE STUDIES IN THE 
GOSPEL OF LUKE 


By W. H. Griffith Thomas. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. $3. When Dr. Griffith Thomas 
died, he left a vast collection of writings. They 
are now being published. The outstanding exposi- 
tory and homiletical gifts of the English preacher 
are evidenced in this book. The outlines are 
topical, following the well-known divisions of the 
Gospel and the form of biographical data and 
teachings, parables, and incidents in the life of 
Christ as recorded by Luke. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


WORD STUDIES IN MARK 


By Kenneth S. Wuest. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company. $3. This volume is a commentary 
on the Gospel of Mark in the Greek New Testament, 
but written especially for the English reader. The 
studies presented are interesting, non-technical and 
suggestive. As in other of the author’s works, the 
translation is fuller and more words are used than 
in a standard version in order to bring out more of 
the richness of the original Greek in which Mark 
wrote. It is ideal for students and missionaries. It 
enables the reader to sense the native force of 
Mark’s beautiful Gospel. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


THE GOSPEL IN THE 
EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 


By R. V. G. Tasker. Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. $.75. Dr. Tasker is Professor of New 
Testament Exegesis in the University of London. 
He presents in this booklet lectures that he gave in 
August, 1949, at Cambridge University. He allows 


the Epistle to speak for itself, and throughout he 
uses his scholarship as the handmaid of exegesis. 
The author shows that the Epistle to the Hebrews 
has a divine message for men and women in every 
age and every circumstance. 
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PORTALS OF PRAYER 
NUMBER 91 

Frederick R. Webber. Concordia Publishing 
House. $.10. Christians who like a brief devotional 
message each day will relish this little booklet. It 
contains a text, brief comment and a short prayer. 


PORTALS OF PRAYER 
NUMBER 99 


By Alfred Doerffler. Concordia Publishing 
House. $.10. Daily devotions covering a period of 
three months. These devotionals are of high quality. 


PASTORAL PSYCHOLOGY 


By William Goulooze. Baker Book House. $3.50. 
The office of a pastor is an exacting one. Although 
superficial people seem to think that the office 
requires little special preparation, the great giants 
of the Christian Church have never entertained 
this notion. Even after John Calvin had published 
his “Institutes of the Christian Religion,” he de- 
clared that he did not consider himself sufficiently 
mature in knowledge to undertake the pastoral 
office. After Jonathan Edwards was graduated 
from Yale and was licensed to preach the gospel in 
1722, he would not agree to accept a permanent 
pastorate until he had spent six years in study after 
his graduation from college. Small wonder that 
Dr. Samuel Miller asked, When will men who are 
unspeakably inferior to such master-minds of the 
church learn to refrain from going prematurely 
into pastoral work and becoming a blind leader of 
the blind? 


Pastors and prospective pastors who feel that 
they want to be qualified to minister to the spirit- 
ual needs of men and women in a more effective 
manner will be grateful for this study in the field 
of pastoral psychology. In this one volume psy- 
chology and pastoral theology are linked together 
to contribute the resources of these two sciences to 
better equip the pastor to perform his duties in a 
more profitable way. 


Dr. Goulooze is Professor of Historical Theology 
at the Western Theological Seminary of the Re- 
formed Church in America, at Holland, Mich. He 
has had experience in the active ministry and has 
also engaged in extensive research in this field. He 
studied in the Free University of Amsterdam under 
the guiding advice of Dr. J. Waterink, one of the 
foremost of Europe’s religious psychologists. 


Part I of this volume consists of a historical 
analysis of pastoral theology in relation to our 
time. 


The second part is a competent research analysis 
concerning sickness, suffering, and sorrow in rela- 
tion to pastoral theology. Part III, which is one 
of the most practical sections of the book, is a 
constructive analysis of pastoral psychology. This 
section deals with the coordination between pastoral 
theology and psychology, conversion, sickness, and 
the meaning of Christian living. 


The last part presents a technique analysis of 
pastoral psychology. A large portion of this section 
discusses systematic counselling and the importance 
of cooperation between the minister and the 
physician. One of the important suggestions is 
that the minister must not pose as a psychiatrist. 
While the minister should study psychology and 
psychiatry for its help to pastoral psychology, no 
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minister should pretend to be more or know more 
than his calling requires. 


Dr. Goulooze states: “We face this temptation 
particularly if we have a strong interest in psych- 
ology ... The minister must recognize at the very 
outset that psychiatry belongs to the medical field 
and not to the discipline of theology.” 


Dr. Goulooze prepared this book primarily for 
pastors and theological students, but this reviewer 
would like to offer the suggestion that it would be 
very helpful reading for Christian physicians. The 
development of pscho-somatic medicine has brought 
the minister and the physician closer together. This 
book offers a splendid meeting ground for both. 


—John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Great Pulpit Masters (Vol. III). R. A. Torrey. 
Great Pulpit Masters (Vol. IV). Sam Jones. Pub- 
lished by Fleming H. Revell Publishing Company, 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $2.25 
each. Dr. William Culbertson has written an “appre- 
ciation” to this volume of 15 sermons by Dr. R. A. 
Torrey. Here he remarks: “As an evangelist and 
educator of those who sought his training for the 
ministry, Reuben Archer Torrey was among the 
great stalwarts of his day. Time has not dimmed 
the luster of his name nor diminished the influence 
of his message.” 


Dr. Torrey was a profound Bible student. He was 
graduated from both the University and Theologica! 
Seminary at Yale. He took advanced studies at 
Leipsic and Erlangen. He was well prepared as an 
educator, and he used his training and gifts in the 
educational field to build up many of the best Bible 
Institutes of America. 


Dr. Torrey is best known, however, as an evange- 
list. In one world-wide tour a hundred thousand 
people professed faith in Christ as their personal 
Saviour. He was the true successor to Moody in the 
field of evangelism. 


One of the most worth-while sermons in the 
Torrey selection is on “Ten Reasons Why I Believe 
The Bible is The Word of God.” It is the outcome 
of much thought and wide experience. It will be 
especially helpful to young people. 


Volume IV on Sam Jones, the American evange- 
list, carries an introduction by Bishop Ivan Lee 
Holt. It contains a dozen of Sam Jones’ best 
sermons. Each sermon retains Jones’ uniqueness of 
methods, wit and humor. In these sermons we see 
liquor castigated, hypocrites blasted and hope held 
out for the sinner who turns to Christ for salvation. 


Sam Jones spoke to his generation with plain and 
unvarnished language. A few specimens: “It is con- 
sidered vulgar now, really vulgar, for a man to get 
up and preach hell to sinners ... It is not polite to 
believe that way, and many a little fellow has 
scratched that out of his creed; but he won’t be in 
hell more than 15 minutes before he will revise his 
creed and have nothing in it but hell.” Again, 
‘“‘What is culture worth if it is but whitewash on a 
rascal? I would rather be in heaven learning my 
ABC’s than sitting in hell reading Greek.’”’ Once 
more, “If I had a thousand tongues, they would a!! 
talk for Christ; a thousand hands, they would a!! 
work for Christ; a thousand feet, I would put them 
all on the road to heaven.” 
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These two volumes are beautifully printed and 
sturdily bound. They should add strength to the 
pulpit of today. We are grateful to Fleming H. 
Revell Publishing Company for making these dy- 
namic and timeless messages available again. 


—John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“The Triplets Fly High.’”’ By Bertha B. Moore. 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. Making 12 
in all, here is the latest in the “Triplet” series of 
stories for children. My 10-year-old son read and 
approved this book before his father got it. 


Written from an evangelical standpoint, intro- 
ducing here and there incidents showing how Chris- 
tian children can witness for Christ as they travel 
about, this graphic story will hold the child’s in- 
terest high and fast to the very end. The author in- 
directly teaches as she tells a good story. The book 
is on a high level of Christian fiction. 

—Wick Broomall. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“For Your Pilgrimage.’”” By Emma Wysor Dun- 
lap. Published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
Price $1.50. Brief meditations on various phases of 
applied Christianity for pilgrims along the way. 
Some are very good; while others show lack of 
theological insight. They may be used for devo- 
tionals of various group meetings. 


“David Livingstone, The Missionary Explorer” 
(Book 1). “Hudson Taylor Of The China Inland 
Mission’”’ (Book I1). “Adoniram Judson, Hero Of 
Burma” (Book III). “Mary Slessor, Queen Of 
Calabar” (Book IV). Published by Fleming H. 
Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Price $3.00 for the set. Four beautifully 
illustrated stories of illustrious Christian mission- 
aries. They constitute “The Children’s Missionary 
Library.” Each book will fascinate children of pri- 
mary and junior ages. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Voices In The Wind.’ By Clyde Edwin Tuck. 
Published by Christopher Publishing House, Boston, 
Mass. Price $1.75. The author, known to many as 
“The Poet of the Ozarks,” puts into this book a 
variety of his published and unpublished poems. 
They fall into four genéral divisions: “Voices of 
the Heart,” “Voices of the Soul,” “Voices of Na- 
ture,” and “Vagrant Voices.” 


These poems deal with the usual subjects of 
poetry—from the old violin to the resurrection and 
back again. “Childhood Memories” and “Slumber 
—— will, among many others, strike a responsive 
Cc! or 


Poems not only follow the rules of poetry, but 
they also teach the poet’s view of life. Thé author 
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of these poems makes a number of references to 
Christ and appears to be a believer in Him; how- 
ever, there are some references that seem to shade 
off into a mystic pantheism. —Wick Broomall. 


“How To Study And Use The Bible.’”’ By Park 
Hays Miller. Published by W. A. Wilde Company, 
Boston, Mass. Price $1.75. Here is just the thing 
for the beginner in Bible Study—a simple and 
useful way of having some method in studying the 
Bible. After a few introductory chapters on the 
story of the Bible as a whole and a chapter on 
“Tools For Bible Study,” the author takes the stu- 
dent on a conducted Bible-study tour of two se- 
lected books of the Bible (Amos and Philippians). 
A concluding chapter on how to teach the Bible is 
followed by a book list giving concordances, com- 
mentaries and other helps for Bible Study. 


The author does not deal with critical problems 
and, apart from several references, his critical po- 
sition is not obvious. Some of the literature recom- 
mended as helps could not be approved by the con- 
servative. The book does, however, contain much 
that will introduce the reader to richer fields of 
Bible Study. —Wick Broomall. 


“Romance In The Jungle.” By Ethel Matson. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. This novel is based on a 
thrilling story from the heart of South America. 
Here is a story that will grip the attention of young 
people from first page to last. The reading of this 
story will prove an unforgettable experience. 


“‘Learning By Seeing.”” By C. W. Baker, Jr. Pub- 
lished by The Standard Publishing Company, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. Price $1.00. Fifty-two chalk and 
object talks for children. This book is based on the 
Chinese proverb that says: “A picture is equal to 
a thousand words.”’ Dr. Baker has taken familiar 
objects and clothed them with spiritual meaning. 
It will prove again that “eighty percent of know- 
ledge and sensibility are acquired through the eye.” 
Christian workers who are interested in visual edu- 
cation will welcome this work. 


“Day After Tomorrow.” By G. Franklin Allee. 
Published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. A dramatic story of the 
rise to business and political power of ambitious, 
personable Stanley Ross Scott. This is a captivating 
innovation in the field of strong Christian fiction. 
It will challenge every reader to seek satisfaction 
in the Son of God. 


The Baptism Of Infants 


This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 
issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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